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News from the Field 

U nfortunately leprosy has not yet been eradicated from the world. We hadn’t heard much about it, but two actu-

al cases have just come to our attention. Both are from West-Central Africa, one Angola and the other from the 

Republic of the Congo. Henrique Quintas Cassimba lives in the community of the Funda Medical Center in Angola. He 

lost one leg to amputation, and has almost no fingers, which prevents him from 

propelling a standard wheel chair. He can, however, “palm” a PET. When he re-

ceived it he wrote: “I was called to see the new PET, and could not believe it was to 

be given to me. I was so happy I just cried. You see, even though I have no fingers I 

can move the PET. I was baptized as a child and know that God loves me and that 

Jesus is my Saviour. This gift is so great it changes my life and makes me able to 

move. It is even restoring my health.” Leprosy (1076 cases in 2010) is only one of 

the serious things which cause a need for more PETs in Angola.  It is estimated there 

are 10-20 million land mines left over from their 27 year civil war which ended in 

2002. (1-2 for every citizen of the country). Another significant result of the long 

civil war is the cost of real estate. The cost of a two-bedroom Soviet-style 1960s apartment on the 14th floor (elevator 

last operated in 1990), erratic plumbing, and no maintenance in the past 22 years, in the capital city of Lunada, is 

$300,000 (U.S.). A new one bedroom apartment starts at about $1 million.   

M ichel, from the Republic of the Con-

go, was getting treatments at the 

Pioneer Christian Memorial Hospital in 

Impfondo whenever he could get a ride from 

his village five miles away. Fortunately the 

hospital is supported by the Global Outreach 

Mission who arranged for a PET to be 

shipped to Impfondo for Michel. He is now 

able to get his treatments at the regular in-

tervals he needs without having to ask others 

for rides and “drives” himself for his treat-

ments. His PET was built at the PET shop in 

Penney Farms Florida. 
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News from PET International 

A ttending the PET International annual meeting is always an interesting and inspiring experience. (It was held in 

Bryan Texas this year, and the PET Bryan folks were more than hospitable. Just as a side-light though, the Texas 

folks do think highly of their state. Waffles served in the Motel where we stayed are made in the shape of the state of 

Texas.) It is also very much a privilege to hear from those who have been on distribution trips, or are some of our dis-

tribution partners who live with those who have received PETs. Besides hearing how PETs have changed individual 

lives, it is also important to receive feedback on how well they perform and what changes need to be made to make 

them even better. A subject which is presently receiving attention is seating, and in particular, the limited ability to ad-

just (both horizontally and vertically) the PET seats for different body sizes and needs.  

T hree touching stories from the Luke Commission in Swaziland: Not long ago a middle-aged man hobbled into the 

Luke Commission’s mobile health care center on uneven crutches made of steel poles. His hands were calloused 

and bloody from using the homemade crutches. One of his legs had been amputated at the knee three years ago from 

untreated diabetes. He waited all day when he was told he would receive a “wheelchair” in the evening, once it was 

built.  When he was presented with his gift of a PET from “people who love Jesus on the other side of the world”, the 

handicapped man threw up his arms and shouted in SiSwati: “Now I am a destitute somebody. Before I was nobody.” 

Thank you for making a nobody somebody. 

 

Another man from Swaziland, when he received his new PET (also from the 

Luke Commission), said: “People who care for me that I have never, seen did 

this for me. Syabonga. Syabonga. Thank 

you, There is overwhelming joy in my 

soul.” His picture is on the right. 

A second topic comes from recipients in urban areas where there are fairly good roads and the need to travel longer 

distances at higher speeds. Kirby Goering at the Moundridge (Kansas) PET shop has addressed both of these topics 

with his “Type II” PET. He has built several prototypes which also have a more adjustable seat.  The lower sprocket has 

eight gears so it can really move out. Unlike current PETs, you don’t stop by reversing the direction of the handles. 

(Several people at meeting tried it and wound up stopping only after colliding with a chair or table). Five of these have 

been sent to Guatemala for field testing and to gain ideas to make it better. 

The “Type II” PET is on the left (next page) with its larger tires, 8 speed sprocket, and shifters. The blue PET shows a 

better view of the new seat design and missing uprights which leave a cleaner look. The seat brackets allow several 

inches of vertical adjustment and about a foot of horizontal movement. 

This smiling 30-year-old lady said to 

Luke Commission staff in SiSwati: “I 

must confess I have never felt such 

happiness in my life.  I very much 

want to thank the American people 

for providing me with this helpful 

wheelchair.  I am delighted that 

now I will be able to move from one 

point to the other without much 

difficulty.” 
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C ontact Information: For comments about this newsletter, or address changes, please send an e-mail to: 

petnwnewsletter@onemain.com. You can contact Dick Carpenter at (509) 466-3425. Tax deductible donations 

may be sent to “WCPC PET Project” and mailed to 15123 N Little Spokane River Dr, Spokane WA 99208. 

A way you can help answer the cry for help 

from those who still have to crawl in the dirt 

A s we have mentioned before:  One way we have of getting the word out about PET is by going to various churches 

and civic organizations to make presentations. However, we seem to have just about run out of contacts. If you 

belong to a church or civic group and would like us to visit your program to talk about PET, please let us know.  

I ’m sure you have all heard of Bonnie Wartes, our oldest 

PET-Kin, and if you haven’t met her, you’re missing a 

real blessing. Bonnie not only paints Rainbow PET parts, 

but she also collects stuffed animals to pack around PETs 

for shipping. She volunteers her painting skills for us and 

also volunteers in a thrift shop where she collects bags 

and bags of stuffed animals. Bonnie will be 92 this Decem-

ber. 

“H OLLAND, MICHIGAN   A different kind of pet shop operates at 125 E. Sixth Street in downtown Holland. It’s a 

place where you find pets of the 3-wheeled rather than the 4-legged variety. PET Holland has been manufacturing Per-

sonal Energy Transports—hand-pedaled tricycles–since July 2009. They are the only one of 23 PET plants in the world 

dedicated to the manufacture of child-size PETs. Finishing touches were recently put on the 1000th PET, much to the 

delight of the 100 volunteers who have taken turns on the assembly line. Instead of the usual playful multi-colored 

paint job, this special PET sports a coat of gold.” 

Highlighting one of our PET Affiliates  

A  true blessing we heard about was the Sweeney family (mother, father, and four children) who all volunteer at 

the Bryan PET shop.  Rather than spend money for Christmas gifts for each other, they plan to donate that mon-

ey to buy at least one PET to ship overseas.  We heard this was the kid’s idea, with no prodding from their parents. 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Is it real? Yes, it really is. It’s an actual intersec-

tion in Denton Texas. And, yes, a VERY good 

reminder for all of us. 

 “God has given us the grace of working for Him 
with men and women of uncommon grace to-
wards this ministry and towards each other. All I 
can say is “Thank You” with all of the meaning that 
I can give. “ (Mel West) 

A wonderful time was had by all at our 2012 annual PET-Kin 

Barbeque and demonstration of a new circular welder for 

front wheel sprockets. 



Thanks to a small Spo-
kane nonprofit, 1,220 
people in 95 countries 
have received the gift of 
mobility. 

Since 2005, Inland 
Northwest PET Project 
has been creating and 
distributing Personal 
Energy Transporters 
from a hillside shop in 
Colbert. 

A PET is a hand-
pedaled vehicle made of 
lumber and steel. The 
sturdy parts and solid-
core rubber wheels pro-
vide transportation in 
terrain that would prove 
difficult for traditional 
wheelchairs to navigate. 

Dick Carpenter, 72, 
founded Inland North-
west PET Project after 
reading a blurb about the 
international organiza-
tion in the newspaper. 

“I had cancer and lost 
my law practice,” the 
retired attorney said. He 
glanced around the bus-
tling shop. “God gave me 
this.” 

The motto of the or-
ganization, “Lifting peo-
ple out of the dirt into a 
life of dignity and hope,” 
appealed to Carpenter. 
And when he discovered 
that many of the PETs go 
to victims of land mines, 
he found he’d come full 
circle. Carpenter is a Vi-
etnam veteran who used 
to train soldiers in the 
use of land mines. 

Pictures and testimoni-
als from PET recipients 
dot the walls of the shop. 
“Every one of these peo-
ple has a story,” Carpen-
ter said. “And we want to 
hear them.” 

He pointed to a photo 
of Ernesto, a Guatemalan 
man who contracted 
polio at age 7. Forced to 
crawl for 37 years, Ernes-
to found new life when 

he received a PET. He 
built a traveling snack 
shop on his sturdy vehi-
cle and is now a proud 
entrepreneur. It’s those 
stories that keep the 40-
plus volunteers Carpen-
ter has dubbed PET-kin 
coming back. 

The bright colors of the 
PETs in various stages of 
construction catch the 
eye. The Spokane shop is 
the only place in the 
world where Rainbow 
PETs are built. No two 
boards are painted alike, 
and an eagle stencil 
adorns the backrest of 
each device. 

Carpenter proudly 
pointed to PET No. 
1,000—a red, white and 
blue star-spangles beau-
ty that’s ready for ship-
ping. “Bright and cheer-
ful is our theme,” he 
said. 

While the sub-
assembly and packing 
take place at the shop, 
many of the volunteers 

work on their contribu-
tions at home. 

Harvey Lochhead up-
holsters the seats at 
home but enjoys catch-
ing up with his fellow 
volunteers when he de-
livers them. 

“This meets needs I 
have and meets the 
needs of a lot other peo-
ple,” he said, referring to 
his desire to stay active 
during retirement years. 

Volunteers’ contribu-
tions are varied. We have 
a 90-year-old lady who 
paints for us,” Carpenter 
said. 

She’s also donated doz-
ens of stuffed animals 
that are packed with 
many PET shipments. 
Depending on destina-
tion, products are packed 
heavy or light. Boxes 
packed heavy are filled 
with clothing, magazines, 
stuffed animals and 
things citizens of Third 
World countries find 
useful, like wire hangers 

and pill bottles. 
When Carpenter ran 

into a former girlfriend at 
a high school reunion, 
she wanted to help, too. 
“She knits,” he said. He 
held up a soft wool cap. 
“She’s probably sent a 
couple thousand of these 
at least.” 

Every PET is shipped 
with the tools and in-
structions needed for 
assembly, operator in-
structions and a small  

More  

Information 
For more information 

about Inland Northwest 
PET Project, visit 
petspokane.org or call 
(509)466-3425. 

Checks can be mailed 
to the Inland Northwest 
PET Project, 15123 N. 
Little Spokane River 
Drive, Spokane, WA 
99208. 

PET Project 
Spreads mobility 

By Cindy Hval 
dchval@juno.com 



New Testament donat-
ed by Gideon’s Interna-
tional. 

We ship out every two 
or three months,” Car-
penter said. The PETs go 
to several triage points, 
like MedShare in Cali-
fornia, and are then 
sent overseas. Recently, 
Inland Northwest PET 
sent 17 vehicles to the 
U.S. Navy humanitarian 
effort Project Hand-
clasp. The Navy distrib-
uted those PETs in Nige-
ria. 

Retired engineer Mau-
rice Ferny oversees the 
sub-assembly opera-
tions and helped per-
fect the PET’s unique 
chain system. He tears 
up when he thinks 
about the outcome of 
their efforts. 

“When I think about 
how easy it is for me to 
get in my car and drive 
up here,” he said, then 
paused. “And then I 
think about the people 
who get these—how 
one PET can change a 
person’s life.” 

While committed vol-
unteers like Feryn do-
nate their time, the 
materials needed to 
craft these vehicles are 
not cheap. 

Local fabrication 
shops that used to do-
nate steel have backed 
off. With the steel, 
wood and other materi-
als, each vehicle costs 
$250 to build and ship. 

Carpenter is blunt. 
“People can donate 
lumber or steel, but 
cash keeps the wheels 
turning.” 

Jose Antonio Sifuentes Valenciano and his 

“Cadillac” PET 

Canopy, fenders, lights, hubcaps, spare tire, 
rear view mirror, horn, stereo with cassette 
player, PA system and a Mexican flag. Mr. 
Sifuentes lives in Rio Bravo, Tamaulipas, Mexi-
co, is married with 5 children but lives alone 
since his family is in the U.S. He is partially par-
alyzed from a fall 8 years ago. He uses his 
“Cadillac” to sell popsicles during warm 
weather and to broadcast current events on 
the street. 

By: Haley Williamson 

Places such as Guatemala, Haiti and Mexico were my mission fields. I 
used to think a mission field was a third-world country where a differ-
ent language is spoken and the streets are lined with poverty and de-
struction. 

My definition of “the mission field” was changed this summer when I 
chose to take a job working at a Christian camp for three months in-
stead of going out of the country. 

That camp became my mission field. For some people, the mission 
field is here in the United States. It is great that these people realize 
that the U.S. needs just as much help as countries overseas. However, 
I do not think that the U.S. is “the mission field”. I also do not think it 
is third world countries, either. 

The ground beneath our feet can be the mission field. Everywhere we 
go, every place we live, and every person we encounter is the mission 
field. 

If we try to place a demographic on the term “mission field,” we leave 
out a large number of areas. Too many people sit in church and wait 
for that announcement offering them the chance to change the world 
and change lives. They may get on board with the idea and go over-
seas or stay in the country. Once that plane lands, or that van makes 
the final stop, they set their feet on the ground and they are in mis-
sionary mode. Because they are in a place that needs help or love, 
and because they deemed the journey a ‘mission trip’, they believe 
they can finally start serving as missionaries. 

We need to stop trying to figure out what is considered a mission field 
or not, and live life knowing that we are constantly on the mission 
field. 

Everyday, we encounter and pass by people who may not know the 
Lord, people who don’t understand Christianity or people  to be 
shown love. If we don’t consider our everyday lives mission work, we 
risk letting people pass by without reaching out to them. 

Your dorm, friends and family can be the mission field. Stop having 
the mindset that the mission field has to have a geographic location 
or a certain definition. 

Start living your life knowing everyday, everywhere you go and every 
person you pass can be a part of the mission field. 

Behold everything around 
you, it’s the mission field 

WILLIAMSON is a sophomore 
majoring in journalism and 
mass communication. Com-
ments can be sent to hwilli-
ason15@my.whitworth.edu. 


