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42 year old Tam-
budzal “Tambu” 

Ziko from Zimbabwe, 
outproduces some of 
her neighbors even 
without draught ani-
mals to help. Over the 
years she has perfect-
ed a “no-till” meth-
od of farming for all 
of her crops. To plant, 
she drags herself by 
scooting backwards 
in a garden row as she 
digs holes for corn, 
beans, or peanuts, 
then plants seeds the 
same way. At harvest 
time, she uses the “car-
go space” in the back 
of her PET to take the 
fruit of her labor home.
Tambu had to crawl 
on the ground for the 
first 17 years of her life, 
then used crutches for

many years. A regular 
wheel chair wouldn’t han-
dle the rough terrain, so 
when she received a PET, 
her freedom and abili-
ty to be productive was 
increased dramatically.
Tambu is the mother of 3 
children, all attend school. 
Her husband does odd jobs 
to help support the family.
Until she got her PET, 
getting water required 
balancing a water 
container on her head 
while dragging herself 
along the ground.

Tambu is so thankful for 
the  freedom PET has given 
her. She says that the “wear 
and tear” on her body is 
so much less now that she 
doesn’t have to drag her-
self along rough ground.

Smiling Ladies & Agriculture in Zimbabwe
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was in Yuma Arizona 
recently and traveled to Algodones, Mexico for 
the “tourist stuff ” when he suddenly saw this 
almost legless man on a PET. (His right leg is 
only a stump and the left one very emaciated.) 
The man has diabetes and sits on his PET 
near where tourists line up to go through 
customs back into the US. He holds a white 
cup labeled “diabetic” and begs for money. The 
man told Don that the Mexican government is 
absolutely no help when it comes to assisting 
the handicapped, so he praises the “Christian 
community” for giving him the PET.
As you can see, the PET shows lots of wear, but 
is still very functional. He uses his PET’s cargo 
space to carry various items, and keeps his back 
pack from being “lifted” by fastening his seat 
belt around the pack.

A “Good” Robery ~ by Dick Carpenter
Can any theft of another’s tools and 

equipment be characterized as “good”?
In the Heavenly realm, an incident can be 
turned on its head. In Genesis 50:20, Moses 
writes; “You meant it for evil but God used it for 

good.” This in reference to Joseph and his brothers. I think, the same “flip-flop” has happened in regards to the 
Robbery of the PET Shop on Tuesday, January 27 (incidentally a date very close to our 10th anniversary).
The robbers threw a rock through a very narrow (about 10”) shop window. He must have been either a small 
child or a very emaciated man, but he wiggled through and got inside. Once inside, the door was easily 
opened thus allowing the theft to proceed. The crooks took all of our hand drills, batteries, chargers, brad 

nailers, compressor, sanders, routers, and a vacuum cleaner. Probably the most severe 
loss was the expensive stapler we use for boxing completed PETs.
With the help of one of our PET-Kin ladies, contact 
was made with a local TV news channel, KHQ, 
which sent out a cameraman and reporter. They did 
an excellent story of the robbery on that evening’s 
news. We are deeply appreciative of their sincere 
concern for the ministry and attention to detail. The 
response to their work was almost immediate.
After hearing about the theft, an old friend 
from Tri-Cities called to ask if we could use 

some tools. I told him what had been taken and he said he would send 
us a box of tools. A few days later a heavy box arrived via FedEx. When I 
opened it, I was shocked to tears. The first tool I pulled from the box was a duplicate 
of the box stapler we had lost! It’s important to realize without that stapler, we stop! 
No matter how many PETs the builders complete, they become Rainbow colored “stones” because no packing 
can even be started. Just one example of God’s Grace in a “good” robbery.

Empty tool shelf
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        The following is copied from a letter sent by one of our PET-Kin welders.
“We were sorry to hear about the break-in and can only imagine the hurt that many are 
feeling over this. Just last week, when I was working in my shop with our 11-year-old grandson, he asked me 

how long it had taken me to collect all of my tools. He was surprised when 
I told him 50 years. Then I showed him the first tools I had acquired; a gift 
from my parents when I was six years old. An open-end wrench set, a 12 oz. 
claw hammer, and a 6” crescent wrench.
“Many of my tools represent a lot of hard work, saving and sacrifice. Though 
it would be devastating in many ways for me to lose my tools, I take the 
attitude that they are not really mine but belong to God, and my prayer is that 
they will be used to His glory. A check is enclosed.”
A “Good” robbery? Yes, when a grandson can be taught lessons of practical 
life and learn a Spiritual perspective from a loving Granddad.

The Friday after the robbery, Fasteners called me, “We have some tools down here, can you pick them up?” 
When I arrived, out came this cart stacked high with new tools. One of our PET-Kin had told Fasteners to 
replace what was on the Sheriff ’s report that had been stolen and charge it to his account.
A man’s generous heart brought tears to this old PET-Kin making a robbery transparent evidence of God’s Grace.
Another example of God’s Grace in a “good” robbery.

Filled tool shelves

 ˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜
An Open Letter To Our Donors

Cicero said: “Gratitude is not only the greatest of all virtues but the parent of all others.” On behalf of all the 
PET-Kin working in the North-West, I want you to know how grateful we are for the support you have given 

to this ministry for 10+ years. Without you, there is no us. The Inland North-West PET Project is your creation 
because without your faith and belief in what we build, pack and ship, there would be nothing being created for 
the “Least of these”.
We have hit a bump in the road and we believe we’re obligated to let you know what has slowed us down. The 
Trustees of PET International designed a new seat for the PETs and intended it to be standardized across all 23 
PET Affiliated Projects. We decided the design of the new seat was not in the best interests of the Project nor the 
Recipients of our Rainbow PETs, so our PET-Kin designed and built a “new” seat that was not twice as heavy 
(11 extra pounds), nor three times as expensive nor five times harder to build and it preserved the cargo space 
behind the seat. The recipients creative use of this space over 20 years of PETs being shipped is truly astounding. 
They use it for everything from carrying babies, to hauling bricks, to selling vegetables and other foods, to taking 
a sister to school and two men (Ecuador and Guatemala) actually built a store around their PETs.
We thought we had solved the underlying problems of pressure sores, safety and the cargo space. PET 
International did not agree and after much discussion and letter writing, they have threatened to disafiliate us.
We managed to ship 70 Rainbow PETs before they did that and before they cut off our shipping charities.
In a Team meeting on Monday March 9, we decided to forgo our design and use theirs.
We are still in production but at a much slower pace and will continue to seek resolution to one remaining 
problem: How to ship our already built and packed PETs. We pray you will remain faithful and committed to this 
important ministry and if you have any questions, please call me (509-466-3425) or e-mail me (bebold@comcast.
net) and I will answer your inquiries. May God continue to bless you and yours.
Live Boldly and Love God,
Dick Carpenter
Chief PET Logistician
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Encouraging notes, especially from young people, are 
appreciated very much.

PET Volunteer Spotlight

To find our volunteer for this issue of PET-Kin Pathways we 
go to the paint shop where we find Dick Hiller enjoying the 

task of painting PET parts, but also enjoying the fellowship with 
other painters. 
Not only was he 
born and raised in 
Spokane, but he loves competition in sports and certainly enjoys 
helping other people. Dick and Karen were married in 1961 and 
spent their “honeymoon” at Schofield Barracks in Hawaii where 
Dick completed his military service. They have two children, Laurie 
(1962) and Rick (1965). Having been trained in some of the earliest 
computer programming methods, Dick spent the next 40 years 
working in systems development and data processing for various 
banks in the North-West, 
including Alaska. Finally back 
to Spokane for retirement 
in 2002, he not only enjoys 
participating in slow-pitch 
softball (he and Karen travel 
to St George Utah for the 
Huntsman Senior Games 
each year) and bowling, 
but also watching his adult 
grandchildren playing in 

their own sports and other activities. What does he enjoy most about being 
involved in the PET project? The fellowship with other volunteers, learning 
about the background of PET, telling people what PET does for those who 
so desperately need them, and knowing that the job we do here is so vitally 
needed in other less developed parts of the world. We appreciate Dick so 
much, especially for his enthusiasm and can-do attitude. He is a vital part of 
the Spokane PET shop ministry.

Does your church, Sunday school class, club, 
or organization need a guest speaker? We are 

passionate about our mission and love to talk to groups. 
We can give a 15-minute or hour-long presentation and 
we will bring a PET along for the ride! Call or email us 
to schedule your presentation. Visits to the PET shop 
may also be scheduled here.

509-466-3425
bebold@comcast.com

Guest Speakers Needed?

South Sudan where civil war and 
now severe flooding prevent us 
from sending more PETs in.
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10 years of Joy! By Dick Carpenter

God uses small things to achieve His bigger goals. Ten years ago, in February 2005, a small column in the 
local newspaper hit my heart and soul so hard that I immediately bought a plane ticket and flew to Penney 

Farms, Florida. The article told of a machine called a PET, built and shipped to leg-disabled men, women, and 
children in third world countries. God timed publication of that article right after completion of my Agent 
Orange induced cancer treatment, and I was lost: No more lawyering; no more teaching overseas. I found myself 
in Florida for a week as Larry Hills (a PET founder) taught me about Personal Energy Transporters: why needed; 
how to build them; why pre-assembled jigs were necessary and much more. He also provided me with many 
items to get started.
What has happened then, and has grown these past 10 years can only be described as “A God Thing” done 
to His glory for “the least of these”. The Inland North-West PET Project started as a spark in one mind, then 

became “tongues of fire” in the minds of over 100 PET-Kin (those related 
through the PET Project) throughout the NW United States and Canada. 
Contributing PET-Kin live in Alaska, British Columbia, Oregon, Idaho, 
throughout Washington State, and two in Michigan. These PET-Kin are not 
only dedicated men and women individuals, but 16 committed companies 
and their skilled employees without 
whom we would’ve have survived the 
first cold spell ...Therein lies the first 
story.

One evening at a Perspectives course, where I had taken a PET, a classmate 
slapped me on a shoulder asking, “How many of those do you expect to 
make in a year?” I said I was thinking, “Maybe 100.” “Awwh” he said, “We 
can make more than that.” He owned a metal fabrication company and 
also had a friend in the same business. A few days later, the three of us had 
lunch together and at the end of our sharing, between the two of them, one 
would make the front fork assembly and the other the pedal post assembly.
In order to paint steel parts, we strung clotheslines all through my back 
pasture. I would then go out there with cans of spray paint and primer one 
day then color them black the next. Then cold and snow came. I think it 
was God’s sense of humor since it was then he sent us a powder-coating 

firm. One of the owners lives 
less than a half mile from 
the pasture paint operation. 
He had gone through medical care far worse than mine and has 
continued to work. Soon after, we started taking front forks, pedal 
posts, brakes, and brake handles, to be powder-coated free of 
charge. Their powder coating painters started having fun with 
colors and soon we had steel blue, yellow, red, purple, and all other 
colors except black – thus the “Rainbow PET” was born. The metal 
colors coordinated fine with the wood painters who had started a 
system of stacking all the wood for one PET and painting them all 
red, then another all blue etc. and then hanging them on wire lines 
strung around inside the old barn which had been our daughter’s 

playhouse. We did learn, the hard way, that painted boards would stick together, even after they dried. By the 
time the builders took them from the wood racks, many had to be ripped apart making for ugly PETs. The 
wisdom of one of our painters taught us to use brown rice flower on the boards once they dried; problem solved.
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The next part of our story started with a surprise phone call from Sequim, Washington on the 
Olympic Peninsula. He was a retired anesthesiologist and, from a gruff voice, I heard, “My 
wife watches television all day and I’m sick of it and I want to do something!” A week later, 
he drove the 7 hours to Spokane in his old panel truck. After a week with us learning to cut the wood parts, 
and with a set of plans, he drove home. From then on, every two weeks, we would receive a load of parts in a 
FedEx truck. But, while cutting, he was also talking to the Port Angeles Rotary Club about possible donations. 
The Doctor took their donations and his set of plans to the local high school’s shop teacher where the students 

constructed a complete PET from scratch all because a retired doctor 
didn’t want to watch television.
A final story came in May of our 5th 
year. On this one, specific day, I had 
called the team together to share some 
sad news: “We had no money.” We’ll 
have to shut down the operation until 
we could raise some money. We all 
went home. No sooner had I gotten 
home than the phone rang. It was a 
PET-Kin in Tri-Cities, Washington 
who has been involved from the beginning. He had donated an old 

compressor that we still use and he built a miniature PET (1:5 ratio) on his own. He designed and built what we 
call a robo-chuck for welding sprockets to the wheel. Anyway, he asked on the phone (same day mind you), “do 
you need any money?” I chuckled to myself, “God’s trying to be funny once again.” I told him what I had just 
told the team. He said, “Hang on for a while. There’s something going on down here.” We did. Two weeks later we 

received a check for $10,000! God has kept us going (sometimes one check at 
a time) now into our 11th year.
When you do something for God for 10 years, you learn to trust Him. And 
over 10 years dozens of stories emerge from within the team and from PET 
recipients. We have also learned that the, men, women, and children who 
are leg-disabled and who receive our Rainbow PETs are ingeniously creative. 
We must remember they are physically 
handicapped, but in no way are they slow-

witted in the ways they use their PETs to 
live their new lives. We have seen stores 
built around PETs. We have seen a PET 
“driven” by a young man with no arms. 
We have seen 2 sisters share a PET on 
their way to and from work. We have 
seen a bricklayer regain his profession 
by wiring a wheelbarrow to his PET and 
putting cement and bricks in the PET. We 
have seen a mother raise her remaining 
young daughter after becoming leg-
disabled in an accident that killed her 
oldest daughter, by selling household 
goods by the side of the road. We have seen a legless mom crawl through 
the grass with her two babies on her back looking for a PET, which she 
received, and then returned to her village and raised those girls. The list 

goes on and on because their creativity knows no bounds. That’s why we can say with confidence: “We’re lifting 
men, women, and children, out of the dirt into a life of dignity and hope, one PET at a time.”
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The icing on the cake was our 10th year anniversary banquet. We wanted to provide a 
venue for people to share their remembrances of early days of PET, and also to recognize, and honor, the 

16 businesses who have come 
along side individual PET-Kin 
volunteers with their products 
and personal expertise. 
Needless to say, their help has 
been beyond any price we 
could ever have paid. Three 
of the businesses partners we 
recognized are pictured here 
with Dick Carpenter. Each of 
the 16 received an engraved 

trophy (the one for FedEx is shown here). We can’t say enough 
good things about these business partners. If it weren’t for each and 
every one of them, we would 
probably not be here today, and 
we certainly would not be able 
to say that each PET we build 
carries a cost of about $250 for 
parts we have to buy, and for 
some shipping.
We mentioned powder coating 
the frames, front forks, and 
peddal posts in the previous 
article. The business which provides the labor, paint, and great ideas 
for variety, is Apex Industries, located here in the Spokane Valley. 
One of their founders is Gordon Cudney who got curious about 
the metal pieces drying in Dick Carpenter’s back pasture. He wrote 
the following about Apex and the pictures are the great folks who 
work there and love to experiment with different colors for our 
rainbow effect. That’s also Gordon on the far left (holding the Apex 
trophy) in the picture above.
“Apex Industries is a precision sheet metal fabricator located in 
the Spokane Industrial Park.  The company was formed in 1993 
when Matt Matthews and Gordon Cudney purchased the Key 
Tronic sheet metal shop.  We now occupy approximately 60,000 
square feet and employ about 55 
people.  Apex serves a wide array 
of industries, including electronics, 
aerospace, medical, and several 
others.  Most of our customers are 

OEM’s or contract manufacturers.  Apex is ISO and AS90 (aerospace) certified.  
In addition to normal sheet metal functions, we perform mechanical assembly, 
spray painting, powder coating and silk screening services for our customers.  
Our customers are primarily located in the Northwest and Northern California.  
We are proud to be part of the PET project.”
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PET Connection – Contact and Newsletter Information

For volunteer opportunities, visits to the PET shop, or to request a presentation, please call 
Dick Carpenter at (509)466-3425 or send him an e-mail at bebold@comcast.net. Our web 

site is www.PETSpokane.org. For address changes or comments about this newsletter, send to 
petnwnewsletter@onemain.com. Tax-deductible donations may be sent to WCPC-PET Project,  
15123 Little Spokane Dr., Spokane, WA 99208. NOTE: In order to help with our limited funds, PLEASE 
let us know when your address changes. Even a wrong apartment number will usually get your 
newsletter returned which uses funds badly needed for PETs.


