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This story is from the D.O.V.E. Fund which ministers to the war-torn Vietnamese people. “Mr. Duong doesn’t 
remember much about that fateful night. There was confusion, it was dark and noisy with smoke everywhere 

when a loud bang lifted him off the ground. It was 1968, Mr. Duong was a young Vietnamese civilian working 
inside a 196th Light Infantry Brigade firebase in Quang Tri province.  Later that night when he woke up in intense 
pain and tried to move, he looked down to see two stumps each wrapped in thick white gauze below his waist.   
An NVA mortar nearly landed on him that night and 
almost killed him. Grateful to be alive and thankful 
for the US medical care that saved his life, Mr. Duong 
struggled with the harsh reality that his life would nev-
er be the same joining millions of Vietnamese forever 
damaged by the war.
After reunification, there was little money in Viet-
nam to care for those disabled by the nearly decade 
long conflict. This was especially true for Mr. Duong 
who had actually worked for the US military and was 
considered unworthy by many in the new government.  
As time went on, Mr. Duong managed to survive by 
begging on the streets, seeking odd jobs and sharing 
shelter with other victims. 
Then, late last year, Neil Hannan, a former US soldier 
who remembered working with Duong while with the 
196th, returned to Vietnam looking for his old friend. 
After a few phone calls and emails, Hannan found 
Duong in Quang Tri but was surprised to see how Duong lived. It was day to day, in squalor with little food and no 
hope for the future.  But what was especially troubling to Hannan was that Duong had little mobility and stayed 
close to his shabby home. He crawled around with the remains of his damaged limbs resting on a tiny wheeled tray 
or stayed out of sight hoping for gifts from friends.
When Neil learned about the D.O.V.E. Fund and it’s P.E.T. (Personal Energy Transportation) Cart Mobility Pro-
gram, he contacted Fred Grimm to determine if Mr. Duong could qualify to receive one. Grimm quickly approved 
Hannan’s request and approved the shipment of a cart to Mr. Duong. Hannan also arranged for a new home for 
Duong and added a paved pathway to the main road which will help accessibility.
The D.O.V.E. Fund is proud to be helping Mr. Duong and recognizes that this is just but one story of how the gift of 
mobility does indeed change lives.”
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˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜

The following is a touching story written by Mel West, certainly worth repeating over and 
over. It is titled: “This beautiful young woman”.

“This beautiful young woman is typical of those for whom PETs 
are designed, built and donated. I send it to ask you PET volun-
teers, promoters, and donors to put this photo over your desk, on 
the church bulletin board, or other such place where you will see it 
daily.
“Her twisted limbs are the result of that dread disease, polio. The 
polio vaccine did not make it to this young woman’s community 
soon enough. She did nothing, her parents did nothing, to cause 
this brutal impact upon her young life. It came without being 
asked, and stayed on in silence.
“She has not given in to polio. Her spirit is not broken. Neatly and 
tastefully dressed, the pleading eyes looking out from her lovely 
face, are asking, “Can you help me?” She did get a PET, and I would 
love to sit down with her for a visit.
“I ask the reader of this, “If she were your sister, could you afford to send her a PET ?” Your answer, of course, is 
“yes!” Our Christian scriptures remind us that she is, indeed, our sister. “If we claim God as Father, and see a sister 
or brother in need, and have the resources to help, but do not, we deny. How can we claim God as Father and then 
neglect the family?”
p.s. If you would like her picture in a larger format, please let us know. See the bottom of the last page for our con-
tact information.

Great News: We just received word that Global Mobility will ship our next batch of 70 PETs to the Congo in 
January.  

˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜

Haiti - Candy seller can now move from place 
to place to sell her sweet goodies.

Zambia - Paul finally gets his new PET (made 
in Memphis Tennessee) after connections only 
God could have orchestrated.

“When I stand before my God at the end of my life, I would hope that I would not have a single bit of talent 
left and could say, I used everything you gave me.” Emma Bombeck
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tal in the Democratic Republic of Congo, was 
directed to Vonn Driggs, director of operations for PET International. 
The PETs came in a container from Samaritan’s Purse to the Pioneer 
Christian Hospital at Impfondo. Michel uses his PET to travel from his 
leper’s residence to the hospital for treatment. His comment was “God 
bless you richly for this wonderful gift of transportation.”

Grace in the Air:  The PET Shop is a busy place. The sub-assem-
blers are preparing frames, forks, tires and pedal posts to save 

the builders time. Tailgates are being built and stenciled. Packers are 
dis-assembling PETs for packing and the PET-Kin who actually build 
the final PETs are trying to help us all meet our goal of 70 PETs for 
shipping.    This one morning, one of the builders was working with a 
broken collarbone thus having the use of only one arm and hand. He 
was using a ladder and an old milk crate to be able to do the work. Out 

of no-where came this thought: “There is Grace in this place! I can’t do this at home but I can do it here?”   We always 
need to recognize this truism. Grace abounds in all the work we do for our Lord.  

   PET Connectedness from the desk of Dick Carpenter

In Dr. Hallowell’s study on Resilience, the concept of “Connectedness” is introduced. He describes this   as: “It is a 
feeling of being a part of something larger than yourself.” When I apply this to PET, I see a spider web of connec-

tions from the eternal to our world. 

Christ resides in and with the disabled men, women, and children of the 101 countries we serve. We all are also 
connected to the Eternal. This establishes our connectedness to the world. All of our PET-Kin throughout the North-
West are cutting, welding, building, packing, and shipping, for someone we don’t know and will never meet but who 
live in our world and need the production of our hands and minds. We connect to them, and to God, in our prayers 
and in our production using our hands and minds. This is PET Connectedness.

Our local PET connectedness resembles an octopus as well a spider web. The first leg I see is the churches and civic 
clubs which pray and support us. The second leg is companies who support us with their skills and equipment such 
as cardboard packaging, powder coating, shipping, supplying welding gas, chains, steel, wood and much more. This 
is PET Connectedness.

Our local connectedness extends a branch to family, friends, and colleagues with whom we share the story of PET. 
Beyond this branch, but part of it, are hundreds of people over the past 10+ years who have sent money to keep us 
going. Without this connection, all other connections would have died long ago. Again - PET Connectedness.

The final connection is ourselves. Who are we? First, as a whole, we are one of over 20 connected PET Projects 
webbed together as Affiliates of PET International. All of the “spiders” climb to the center of the web every Septem-
ber for an annual connection. Secondly, we are all PET-Kin (those related through the PET ministry). Thirdly, we 
donate our singleness to become a connected team of men and women who realize how one PET can change one life 
in one place by lifting an individual out of the dirt into a life of dignity, hope, and renewed connections. This con-
nectedness is instant in its impact! This is PET Connectedness.

This team of “spiders” meets every week of the year to share our life skills, knowledge, experiences, training, and tal-
ents to build Personal Energy Transporters (PETs) and in doing so we build life long relationships with one another. 
This miraculous connectedness is demonstrated through the shared love for what God has enabled us to do through 
the connections He has placed in our lives. This is indeed PET Connectedness.
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Does your church, Sunday school class, club, or organization need a guest speaker? We are passionate about 
our mission and love to talk to groups. We can give a 15-minute or hour-long presentation and we will 

bring a PET along for the ride! Call or email us to schedule your presentation. Visits to the PET shop may also 
be scheduled here.  509-466-3425 or bebold@comcast.com.

Guest Speakers Needed?

Life in Lunsar Sierra Leone

Lunsar has over 1000 disabled persons, 350 of these are children with 
polio and other mobility disabilities. Mercy Ships has partnered 

with various government organizations to supply 250 mobility disabled 
children in Lunsar so they can  be integrated into their mainstream 
primary and secondary schools. The project also met many other needs 
besides PETs and wheelchairs for those who were mobility disbled, but 
also funds for other students and for education for teachers who had no 
idea of the needs of disabled children. Several years ago, however, funds 
from the governmental organizations dried up. As a result, many of the 
children dropped out of school. It is interesting though, that most of the 
disabled children who had been helped were still in school.
The last paragraph of the report says: “Children who are physically 
challenged, especially those with problems with their extremities such 

as their legs, are more likely to access school if given the proper assistive devices compared to children who 
are blind or deaf. Teachers are ill equipped to teach and provide the necessary support for disabled children. 
There are strong negative perceptions associated with disability in rural communities, which prevents disabled 
people from accessing basic and education services.”
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Lewis and Clark High School, he earned his bachelor’s degree in Economics and Busi-
ness at Eastern Washington University, financing his education by doing upholstery work, 
which he had learned working nights, weekends, and summers. He had a busy life as captain of the swim team. 
After basic training at Camp Gordon in Georgia, he spent 2 1/2 years in Japan running an office and supply 
operation for the Korean war effort. It was a true blessing to return home to Spokane in 1954. The next chapter 
opened to the rest of his career as an upholsterer where he was able to use his 
creativity and serve countless people in the area of repairing and beautifying 
their furniture.
He worked in a furniture factory making platform rockers, followed by some 
time selling furniture for J. Poulin Furniture, but soon it was time to embark 
on his own and started his own upholstery business.
In 1955 Carl met his sweetheart, a little, spunky Norwegian girl named Betsy. 
He says she liked his brand new red and white 1955 hardtop Ford. It must 
have been love, because they married in January 1957 in Norway. He couldn’t 
understand a word.
A girl was born later that year and a son in 1959. Carl started importing Scandinavian furniture and sold it as a 
side business to the upholstery. He retired officially in 1993, but many of his faithful customers just won’t let him 
quit, he’s just that good. Word of mouth advertising was all he ever needed to bring in more than enough work 

to keep him busy and support his family. He is grateful and so are his many 
friends.
Carl also volunteered at Riverview Bible Camp for over 20 years building 
anything from bunks to cabins.
Now Carl volunteers adding upholstery to the seats and backs of PETs. He is 
not only glad to provide this service for those who cannot help themselves, 
but he is also appreciated very much by those of us who add the rest of the 
PET to his beautiful upholstery. Carl is grateful to God for the many bless-
ings he has received over the years and praises God for all of the others he 

works with. He thanks God for the privilege of being able to help those who have lost use of their legs.

  
 
˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜˜

The Federal Government seems to be having a very difficult time determining “the value of human life”. As 
reported by the New American, the EPA (Environmental Protection Agency) seems to be working the hard-

est to put a number value on it, and the value of human life varies dramatically depending on which government 
agency is asking the question. The number seems to vary from a few hundred dollars to something in the neigh-
borhood of $8 million. What, then, is the value of a PET that takes a human life that is crawling on the ground in 
degradation and poverty, and lifts it into one of hope, pride, dignity, comfort, and productivity? PET does that for 
$250, and I think that is a real bargain.

                

“When you do a good thing, and do it well, good people want to help.”

A wise man once said every society is judged by how it treats it’s least fortunate amongst them.

“No person has ever been honored for what he received. Honor is our reward for what we give.” -- Calvin 
Coolidge
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ments” (what we would call counties). The city of Cobán is the capital of the department of 
Alta Verapaz in central Guatemala and is where Mel West 
traveled in April last year to deliver 26 PETs to those who badly needed them. 
The following testimonies are a summary of the stories told by those who 
could now move around freely. For those recipients and their families, the 
PETs were a very special and amazing gift. They were a gift of love that makes 
their future look better and brighter.

Elgar Salguero is 26 years old, the eldest of 8 
children. He has always very responsible and 
aware of the financial struggles of his family. 

When he was 17, he found work in Mexico helping a truck driver. On one trip they 
were carrying iron construction bars when the driver lost control and drove the 
truck over a cliff. The driver was killed and Elgar lost both legs. He was devastated 
since he would no longer be able to help his mother. A friend told him about PET 
and he applied for one. He is now able to get around and sells sweets and other 
things. Not only is he very happy but now will be able to help his mother again. He 
is extremely grateful and wishes all the best to the people who made this happen for him. “Thank you so much 
and God bless you all!!!”, he says.

Danilo Lázaro, a 43 year old was a truck driver, was diagnosed with diabetes 17 years ago and had to have his 
right leg amputated 2 years ago. He can move around using crutches but, because of the area he lives in, he has a 

very hard time with any mobility. Since he could no longer drive a truck, he 
recently attended a course on making crafts using recycled items. He now 
makes wastebaskets and piggy banks, among other things, out of old plas-
tic bottles and soda cans. A new business that encouraged him and allowed 
him to regain some of the self-respect he lost with the loss of his leg and job. 
However he realized he had no way to get from home to the market where 
he could sell his merchandise. When a friend told him he had seen a “kind of 
tricycle with space to carry things” he was able to contact PET and Hope Ha-
ven International to apply for one. He is so grateful for his new PET now that 
he can move around to collect recycled items, make things to sell, and earn a 
living. He says, “Thank you so much, now I am unstoppable!!!”

Sikhumbuzo Magagula Paraplegic starts a new life in 
Thailand

PETs make entrepeneurs
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Dick Carpenter’s paraphrase of a 
portion of Ecclesiastes

For every PET there is a person: 
A time for Hope with every gift.
A time of humiliation and a time of shame.
A time of pain and a time for mending.
A time of hurting and a time for healing.
A time to speak and a time to hear.
A time for praying and a time for listening.
A time to forget and a time to remember.
A time for forgiving and a time for thanking.
A time of grieving and a time to celebrate.
A time for gratitude and a time of humility.
A time with family and a time for working.
A time of creating and a time for rest.
A time for love and a time of peace.
A time of Joy and a time to laugh.
A time to build up and a time to roll around.
A time when there was shame now a time of 
dignity restored.
A time of mobility and a time for pedaling.
          

A BIG milestone for PET International

The 24 PET affiliates, which comprise PET International, 
have reached a very large milestone. The picture shows 

a special PET, painted gold, completed this last April in Co-
lumbia Missouri. The PET, numbered 50,000 represents the 
combined total production of all 24 shops since PET was 
started 21 years ago. (PET Spokane has contributed 2100 of 
these in the last 10 years). This special PET will travel around 
the country for a year to show how volunteers, businesses, and 

donors have lifted 50,000 people worldwide out of the dirt into a life of dignity, productivity, and hope.

The event was attended by Columbia Chamber of Commerce Ambassadors (in gold jackets), by many PET 
volunteers (most in blue shirts representing PET’s 20th anniversary), and by several broadcast media person-
alities. Mel West (co-founder of PET) and Gary Moreau (executive director of the Columbia affiliate) cut the 
ribbon while onlookers said “Lets build 50,000 more!”.

  A tribute to our 
Alaskan PET-Kin

We do appreciate our great 
PET-Kin in Alaska. Yes, 

the dogs are real and the seat is 
real. It just took a little “photo-
shopping” to get them both on 
the same page. The seat was built, 
painted, and upholstered in Alas-
ka, so the picture symbolizes our 
appreciation for their good work. 

Many thanks also to Dick Bennett for his love for nature, his expertise in photography, and a bit of tailoring to 
get a picture to illustrate our gratitude.

“There is no exercise better for the heart than reaching down and lifting people up.” John Holmes
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PET Connection – Contact and Newsletter Information

For volunteer opportunities, visits to the PET shop, or to request a presentation, please call 
Dick Carpenter at (509)466-3425 or send him an e-mail at bebold@comcast.net. Our web 

site is www.PETSpokane.org. For address changes or comments about this newsletter, send to 
petnwnewsletter@onemain.com. Tax-deductible donations may be sent to WCPC-PET Project,  
15123 Little Spokane Dr., Spokane, WA 99208. NOTE: In order to help with our limited funds, PLEASE 
let us know when your address changes. Even a wrong apartment number will usually get your 
newsletter returned which uses funds badly needed for PETs.


