
"N o one who has come to true greatness has not felt in some degree that their life belongs to others, and what 

God has given them, they give for humankind."  Phillip Brooks 

  
PET sightings in Belize:  

W e don’t hear much 

about the small coun-

try of Belize, but as in every 

country of the world, they 

also have those who crawl in 

the dirt and need to be lifted 

into a life of dignity and hope. 

Belize is a country in the Car-

ibbean just north of Guate-

mala, east of Mexico, and al-

most straight south of New 

Orleans. Formerly called British Honduras, its main source 

of income is tourism. It is a very small country, just a little smaller than New Hampshire. Population wise, it has about half 

the population of Washington DC. A Peace Corps worker, now working with the Red Cross in Belize, said she had seen 

many PETs in Belize and appreciates what PETs are doing for the people. She ends with “Keep up the good work”. 

And— pictures from Senegal (West Africa) 
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W hen a person first works with anything associated with prisons or prison-

ers, one of the first words they come in contact with is the word 

“recidivism”. Webster defines recidivism as “a tendency to relapse into previous 

condition or mode of behavior – especially to relapse into criminal behavior”. 

Many studies have been done on the subject, but a common theme in most of 

them is that, in order to reduce the rate of recidivism (approximately 66% within 

3 years of release in the US), a person needs to have a feeling of self- worth, confidence, and community involve-

ment. Dick Carpenter did an internship (50 years ago) at Colorado State Prison where, a prisoner who was about to 

be released, said “If you release me, I will commit a crime and come right back. I can’t make it out there!” 

How does PET fit into that scenario? We believe the PET Project is a natural fit to help with the high rate of recidivism 

in helping prisoners gain feelings of self-worth, confidence, and community involvement. The State Prison at Walla 

Walla has welding machines, wood working tools, and inmates who know how to use both. Here’s where we come in; 

they are currently looking for projects. Unfortunately they have no money to buy materials, nor do they have trans-

portation to get materials there and completed PETs back to Spokane. We need about $7000 (over and above our 

regular funds for building PETs here in Spokane) to buy material for 50 PETs, and then access to a fair sized truck to 

deliver it to Walla Walla. Any ideas for both; help prisoners gain those badly needed personal attributes, and at the 

same time to help lift people out of the dirt into a life of dignity and hope, would be much appreciated. 

T his from Patrick Alziphat of Saleslan Missions School in Haiti: “Hi All! I delivered a PET 

cart to the Salesian sisters recently. You should have seen the joy on those kids faces 

when they saw their teacher go inside the classroom on her PET. Wow! It was amazing 

maybe I should look for more teachers, and students who need these things, because the 

happiness that they showed is real tempting to do more. GOD BLESS YOU ALL!” 

 You never know where you will find information about PETs 

I  stumbled across an interesting 

article on the web written by 

Tina Smith-O’Hara, Community 

Relations Specialist for the Port 

Angeles School District. As her title 

suggests, Tina writes periodical 

articles to help keep the commu-

nity informed about school activi-

ties. In this article she wrote about a Port Angeles High 

School senior who put together a team of teachers and stu-

dents to build a PET for her senior project. The student, 

Shelbi Baublits wanted to combine her woodworking skills 

with her desire to help other people. Since her woodwork-

ing teacher, Tim Branham, was familiar with PETs (from 5 years ago), he suggested she build one to use as a 

demonstration for getting other groups interested in building PETs. Shelbi got the woodworking club to pay for 

materials and the machine shop students to build the metal parts while she built the wooden parts. To add finish-

ing touches to the project, Shelbi got the elementary school students to add their handprints to the chassis. The 

picture shows those students and teachers involved in the project. Shelbi is 3rd from the left, Tim Branham on the 

far right, and Mike Frick (machine shop instructor) on Shelbi’s right. 
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C ontact Information: For comments about this newsletter, or address changes, please send an e-mail to: 

petnwnewsletter@onemain.com. You can contact Dick Carpenter at (509) 466-3425. Tax deductible donations may 

be sent to “WCPC PET Project” and mailed to 15123 N Little Spokane River Dr, Spokane WA 99208. 

T he volunteer for this issue is truly a “been there, done that” person so it’s hard to know where to start. After forty 

years of writing training and maintenance manuals and procedures, managing major system installations, and main-

taining various heavy equipment and testing systems at the Hanford nucle-

ar site in Richland, he retired in 1995. He has since built several homes, 

served as harbormaster at a yacht club on Lake Coeur d’Alene, sailed to 

Mexico several times for winter get-aways, visited various car shows in his 

1956 T-Bird, restored a 1979 VW convertible, maintained a fruit and vege-

table garden, and still has time to attend his grandchildren’s sporting 

events. He and his wife, Karen, have five children, 12 grandchildren, and 

one great granddaughter. Yes, this busy guy is Bill Murray—and he hasn’t 

slowed down since becoming involved with the PET Project in 2007. Bill 

wired the PET shop for lights and power for equipment, designed and built 

our 20-ton press, and is now welding and assembling frames, brake han-

dles, and parts of the front forks. He has such a positive attitude and is a 

valuable asset in helping to solve engineering type problems when they 

occur. Oh, and instead of escaping winters in a sail boat, Bill and Karen now 

use their 5th wheel. Thank you so much Bill, you are a genuine blessing. 

 

F or those with a sharp eye, and a good memory, 

you may notice two things that are “not quite 

right” about this picture. First, when the picture was 

taken, Dick Carpenter was making his pizza run to 

Pizza Rita to help replace the energy this group had 

just used to load 50 PETs. So, how did he “show up” 

in the group picture? Second, the number  1095 is 52 

more than we reported in the March newsletter 

(1043)—but we only load 50 at a time. We are happy 

to report that the other 2 PETs are on their way to 

Cameroon West Africa. 

A s this paragraph is written, the group shown in 

the picture has just completed loading 80 PETs. 

(Yes, some of the group look like they just came out 

of a swimming pool—it’s just a little warm in Spo-

kane.) Why 80 and not the usual 50? Our “more 

than efficient” volunteers are building PETs so fast, 

we were having to ship too frequently. We have re-

ceived permission from our business partners and 

shippers to ship larger loads, so we’ll now go from 

50 to 70 per load. (80 would have been nice, but the 

extra 10 resulted in too much lifting and juggling the 

loading ramp since our storage space is limited—so now we’ll to to 70.) 



"Lord, when we are wrong, make us willing 

to change. When we are right, make us easy 

to live with."  - Peter Marshall  

Did You Know 

●That The Inland NorthWest PET Project, here in Spokane, is the only place in the world where Rainbow PETs 

 are built? 

●That it takes 2 hours from start to finish to build the front fork for one Rainbow PET? 

●That there are 92 plated dry wall screws in every Rainbow PET? 

●That there are 3 steel subassemblies to every Rainbow PET: front fork, pedal post, and frame? 

●That there are 19 different types (sizes) of steel in every Rainbow PET? 

●That there are 23 different pieces of wood in every Rainbow PET? 

●That it takes $5700 to buy the steel, chain, bearings, sprockets, and tires for every 50 Rainbow PETs made? 

●That all metal parts are powder coated for durability and color to enhance the Rainbow effect? 

●That no two pairs of boards are painted the same color to achieve the Rainbow effect on a completed PET? 

●That at any given time there are at least 50 - 60 different colors of paint in the paint shop for use on a PET? 

●That the total time for board preparation (sorting, installing the drying hooks, application of primer and 

 application of the finish coat) is only 2-3 minutes per board? 

●That 37,000 PETs, built by 26 PET shops in the US ,have been sent to 95 countries to date? 



Inlander InHealthNW 

Article from The Inland Northwest Health Magazine / May – June 2012 



Appreciation – by Dick Carpenter 

 

Being somewhat of a Luddite, I went to Wikipedia looking for some ideas about Appreciation. What I got was 

“disambiguation” of which I have no understanding but it did mention money “increasing in value”; not that PET has any 

experience with that. So, now being lost to the offerings of the virtual world, I ascended to the real world of Websters and 

there found “gold”.  

 

There are three (3) people groups for whom I wish to express appreciation. I here mention a forth, He being our Lord and 

Saviour, Jesus Christ, who set the standard by which we measure all aspects of Appreciation: that which arises from his 

service to “The least of these” thereby directing us into His ministry which we named “The Inland NorthWest PET Pro-

ject”. The other three being all of our PET-Kin (those related through the PET Project), Our suppliers and shippers, and, 

not least, those who use our Rainbow PETs to re-vitalize their lives. 

 

Several years ago, I came to the realization that we have no idea what God is doing with our life at any moment in time. 

For example, we may think we are building a PET for a land mine victim in Viet Nam but God may be preparing the 

child of that parent to go to college because her Dad can now make a living selling sandwiches and drinks from the back 

of that PET. With that realization we must be appreciative of the users of our Rainbow PETs because of the unimaginable 

achievements that will flow from their lives in those Rainbow PETs. Please, stop and consider, we still don’t know what 

“Appreciation” means except by inference. Carrying this thought into the lives of our suppliers and shippers. Consider the 

Bosnian men who (I’ve come to know) came from war to find peace and a new life in America and work as welders. 

They thought they came to earn money to feed their family, educate their children and live a life of freedom and reasona-

ble happiness but it was only when they saw pictures of polio victims in Georgia or Ukraine driving a PET did they ap-

preciate the fact they came to help build a machine that re-built dignity in those lives thereby helping them to achieve 

those same goals in their home country. Or consider the Fedex drivers, sharing a pizza with us on load-out days, who 

drive down highways delivering our Rainbow PETs to the Christian charities which move those same PETs across 

oceans, through canals and onto other trucks into remote villages of Asia and Africa. What did they think they were do-

ing? Nope! They were wrong. In Mongolia, they delivered a smile and a “thumbs up” for a Mother with 2 small children. 

Can you imagine the pumping hearts of that little girl and boy seeing Mommy driving herself to the sheep pen to help 

shear this year’s wool to help feed the village? In Ecuador and Guatemala, they delivered a store to two men who were so 

crippled their creativity could not be released until they received their Rainbow PET. Within weeks, they had built a mov-

ing caravan which they could drive around their community helping to feed their friends and neighbors and bring home 

earnings to care for their own family. Wait! What is Appreciation? 

 

Here it comes (think of the former as you what’s coming). APPRECIATION is grasping the nature, quality, worth or sig-

nificance of that being apprehended. When I tell a PET-Kin who has just finished cutting and sanding some 400 pieces of 

wood which he has fashioned into PET parts, I appreciate what he has done. How can I meet that standard of apprecia-

tion? I can’t except by building a relationship of love and trust and respect that happens when we come alongside one 

another in common purpose. When Our Lord used Parables to make his wisdom known, he was “throwing alongside” a 

story with a deeper meaning. I think that’s what this Appreciation brings to all of us involved with the PET Pro-

ject. APPRECIATION is judging with heightened perception and understanding. When three PET-Kin get together to 

solve the problems associated with a new braking system on the PETs and they come to a final resolution and I say I ap-

preciate what they have achieved, have I met this standard of Appreciation. Only if we have built relationships honoring 

each other’s (SKEET) Skills, Knowledge, Experience, Education and Talent can we attain that level of appreciation.  

APPRECIATION is an expression of admiration and gratitude. When Our Lord died for us on the Cross, the only re-

sponse that has any meaning for me is Gratitude. When over 40 PET-Kin spend hundreds of hours, cutting, welding, 

sanding, painting, fitting, assembling building and packing 50 PETs ready for shipment or preparing 600 newsletters to 

keep our supporters up-to-date, is the only Appreciative response admiration and gratitude? Yes, only if we have contin-

ued to build and honor the myriad permutations of relationships that form in the context of a PET Project. And all of this 

has happened here and is continuing to happen and with it we build value into the lives of ourselves, our shippers and 

suppliers and the recipients of our Rainbow PETs. Let’s continue to live boldly and love God. 

 


