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News from the Field 

O ur feature for this issue of the PET-Kin Pathways is a first for the Pacific 
North-West PET organization. We’ve read over the years about PET work-

ers from other shops going on a PET distribution trip, but now we have our first 
participant. On May 12 Bill Murray and others on the team from Moundridge 
Kansas, Columbia Missouri, and Santa Rosa California arrived in Guatemala City. 
Their host was Mark Richard, Director of Operations for Hope Haven Interna-
tional Ministries. Hope Haven builds, repairs, and distributes wheel chairs to the 
handicapped all over the world. PET and Hope Haven have a lot in common. 
They both started about the same time, 19 years ago, they have both distributed 
PETs/wheel chairs to 100 countries. Hope Haven is ahead of PET in the number 
of people lifted out of the dirt; 90,000 to our 50,000. 

On Monday morning the team arrived at a community center 
in Antigua where 25 boxed PETs had already been delivered. 
Unfortunately there were about eighty people waiting. Eligible 
recipients had been pre-selected by the mayor’s office. The 
team assembled all 25 PETs, gave them to their new owners, 
then gave them instructions on how best to ride them. Their 
attention then turned to repairing older PETs, some they 
guessed had been ridden over the cobblestone streets four or 
five years since they were first sent to Guatemala in 1998. Sev-
eral PETs were also retrofitted with multiple gear sprockets to enable them to 

move faster. 

An unexpected blessing “happened” on day four. As the team was returning to town, after building 
a hospital type bed for a nearly totally paralyzed man, they saw a 55 year old man (Emelio Garcia) 
crawling on his knees. Emelio had been crawling since he contacted polio at five and was in town to 

see his family. A PET from Kansas was assembled 
and Emelio was riding immediately. 

Lessons learned: 1) At least for Guatemala, PET 
recipients would like lighter, faster, and more 
comfortable PETs. Hilly terrain takes more mus-
cle power than some people have, distances travelled are some-
what longer than in other countries, and because of the heat and 
humidity, the seats need to be more open (nets or webbing is 
great). 2) The team found recipients were very reluctant to make 
suggestions about their PET. The last impression they wanted to 
give is that they were even slightly ungrateful for their PET. 3) Distri-
bution trips are much more than just putting PETs together. 

T he next PET distribution trip, that we know about at this time, is this next December to Dominican Republic. We’ll 
pass on more information as it becomes available. 
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Affiliate News 

W e have some terrific news to share; and as a 
matter of fact, it gets better by the day. When 

you look at a map of the U.S. and see locations of all 
the existing PET shops, your first reaction is that the 
nearest shop to ours in Spokane is all the way to Brig-
ham City Utah. One of the advantages of having other 
PET shops nearby is to be able to discuss ideas and 
thoughts and to share parts when there is a need. 
Now for the great news: a group of excited people are 

D elbert Groves, our PET man in Zambia, writes of just coming from a church where they gave away 19 PETs. A 
quote from his letter: 

“In Zambia the handicapped are shunned, even by their own families. They see a family member who is handicapped 
as a reason to be ashamed. As we left we were on roads that were just about impassable. Two men on their new PETs 

were ahead of us making better time than we were in our car, and 
certainly better time than they could have on crutches. They pulled 
over to the side to let us pass, and as we did, they gave us the thumbs 
up sign and a smile that cannot be described." PET Zambia is the con-
tinuation of the original mission that asked for what eventually be-
came PET. They are currently building over 500 PETs a year and dis-
tribute them to “nearby” countries in Africa. They recently delivered 
50 to Malawi. 

“The New Life Center is building a new workshop for the PET Zambia 
outreach. This new workshop will allow us to build faster and more 
PETs each month. At the moment we are building 50 each month, and 
we are hoping to double that number in the new workshop. It is three 
times the size of our current workshop.” 

very interested in starting an affiliate in Woodinville (less 
than 300 miles from Spokane). They are currently cutting 
wood pieces for our Rainbow PETs. They (along with John 
Shaffer in Stanwood) are making PET presentations on the 
west side of the state, and already have several donors and 
more workers interested. Their current motto when asked 
about the possibilities of volunteering is “Sure”.  We are very 
encouraged with their progress and look forward to seeing 
them become official PET affiliates very soon.  
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PETs. Actually he was our first painter and stayed more 

than busy to keep ahead of the builders until more painters 

came on board. He and 

his wife Kate have been 

married 51 years, have 

raised 3 children and 

now have 3 grandchil-

dren. We appreciate Don 

Mortenson so much be-

cause of his love for 

helping other people – 

especially those who 

need a lift out of the dirt 

into a life of dignity and 

hope. It’s no wonder we 

see him serving others at 

our recent PET Gala din-

ner, always with a smile.  

T he volunteer spotlight for this issue is shining 

brightly on a “jack of all trades”, who also has a real 

servant’s heart. He does seem to enjoy living in the cold-

er parts of the U.S.  He grew up on a farm in North Da-

kota, lived in Fairbanks for six years, and enjoys raising 

flowers so much he plants them early, puts the pots on a 

truck, and drives the truck into the garage at night until 

spring comes. Name it and I think he has done it. He has 

collected tree bark in the woods (not sure what he did 

with that), delivered newspapers on a motorcycle, 

taught and honored as Fairbanks Teacher of the Year, 

advanced to assistant principal, worked in a fish can-

nery, mothered his truck and house trailer in –40 degree 

weather, worked for Boeing, owned and managed a 

large nursing home, ran a spray and fertilizing business, 

raised honeybees, and bought and managed rental 

homes. In his “spare time” he has been active in Kiwa-

nis, teacher associations, Gideons, his local church and, 

needless to say, has spent many hours painting Rainbow 

H ave you ever wondered why, when you row a boat, you nearly always row backwards? Wouldn’t it be easier to 

row in the direction you are looking so you can avoid hitting something you would rather miss? (No, it really 

isn’t a conspiracy of the boat repair people.) I hadn’t realized it before, but in reading an article about improving 

wheelchairs, I discovered the reason. Are you aware that wheelchair patients suffer a lot of muscle and joint prob-

lems due to having to “push down” on the front of their wheels? By “pushing” 

people use their small muscles in the front of their body and as a result suffer 

damage in the form of small muscle tears. This is precisely why, in rowing a boat, 

you want to pull rather than push on the oars – thus rowing backward isn’t to 

see where you can go without looking, but to use your body’s large muscles 

more efficiently. The same is true in propelling a wheelchair. If there was a way 

to “pull” instead of “push” the wheel, lots of pain and unnecessary small muscle 

injuries could be avoided. (An added advantage is that when you pull, rather 

than push, your back is straighter and your diaphragm works more efficiently so 

you can breathe deeper). 

It turns out that 16 years ago an Aeronautical Engineer was hit by a drunk driver which left him paralyzed him from 

the neck down. He regained some use of his shoulders and arms, but soon realized pushing down on the hand rims 

of his wheelchair wasn’t nearly as efficient as using a “rowing” motion would be.  His simple solution is one that is 

used in automatic transmissions and some power tools. Pulling back on the top of the wheel turns a large ring gear 

backward. This ring gear transfers motion to small planetary gears (again rotating backward) which turn a larger sun 

gear in the opposite direction, thus moving the entire system forward. A big step forward in keeping wheelchair us-

ers from further damaging other muscles. 

N eeded: someone willing to help transport PET parts from vendors to the PET shop about 
once a week. You will need a pick-up, van, or large SUV and each trip would be 10-20 

miles. Please coordinate with Dick Carpenter (466-3425) if you can help. 



The Inland North-West PET Project 
Home of the Rainbow PET 
15123 N Little Spokane Dr. 
Spokane WA 99208 

C ontact Information: For comments about this news-

letter, or address changes, please send an e-mail to: 

petnwnewsletter@onemain.com. You can contact Dick Car-

penter at (509) 466-3425. Tax deductible donations may be 

sent to “WCPC PET Project” and mailed to 15123 N Little Spo-

kane Dr., Spokane WA 99208. 

"Be thankful we're not getting all the government we're 
paying for." Will Rogers 

Everything is changing. People are taking the comedians 
seriously and the politicians as a joke." Will Rogers  



Two Choices 
The following story came to us a few weeks ago as an 
e-mail. Although it is not directly about PET, the very 
last line describes just why we are “in the PET busi-
ness”. 
What would you do?....you make the choice. My ques-
tion is: Would you have made the same choice? 
At a fundraising dinner for a school that serves chil-
dren with learning disabilities, the father of one of the 
students delivered a speech that would never be for-
gotten by all who attended. After extolling the school 
and its dedicated staff, he offered a question: 
“When not interfered with by outside influences, eve-
rything nature does is done with perfection. Yet my 
son, Shay, cannot learn things as other children do. He 
cannot understand things as other children do. Where 
is the natural order of things in my son?” 
The audience was stilled by the query. 
The father continued. “I believe that when a child like 
Shay, who was mentally and physically disabled comes 
into the world, an opportunity to realize true human 
nature presents itself, and it comes in the way other 
people treat that child.” 
Then he told the following story: 
“Shay and I had walked past a park where some boys 
Shay knew were playing baseball. Shay asked, 'Do you 
think they'll let me play?' I knew that most of the boys 
would not want someone like Shay on their team, but 
as a father I also understood that if my son were al-
lowed to play, it would give him a much-needed sense 
of belonging and some confidence to be accepted by 
others in spite of his handicaps. I approached one of 
the boys on the field and asked (not expecting much) 
if Shay could play. The boy looked around for guidance 
and said, 'We're losing by six runs and the game is in 
the eighth inning. I guess he can be on our team and 
we'll try to put him in to bat in the ninth inning.  

“Shay struggled over to the team's bench and, with a 
broad smile, put on a team shirt. I watched with a 
small tear in my eye and warmth in my heart. The 
boys saw my joy at my son being accepted. 

“In the bottom of the eighth inning, Shay's team 
scored a few runs but was still behind by three. 

“In the top of the ninth inning, Shay put on a glove and 
played in the right field. Even though no hits came his 
way, he was obviously ecstatic just to be in the game 
and on the field, grinning from ear to ear as I waved to 
him from the stands. 

“In the bottom of the ninth inning, Shay's team scored 
again. Now, with two outs and the bases loaded, the  

 potential winning run was on base and Shay was sched-
uled to be next at bat. At this juncture, do they let Shay 
bat and give away their chance to win the game? 

“Surprisingly, Shay was given the bat. Everyone knew 
that a hit was all but impossible because Shay didn't 
even know how to hold the bat properly, much less con-
nect with the ball. However, as Shay stepped up to the 
plate, the pitcher, recognizing that the other team was 
putting winning aside for this moment in Shay's life, 
moved in a few steps to lob the ball in softly so Shay 
could at least make contact. 

“The first pitch came and Shay swung clumsily and 
missed. The pitcher again took a few steps forward to 
toss the ball softly towards Shay. 

“As the pitch came in, Shay swung at the ball and hit a 
slow ground ball right back to the pitcher. The game 
would now be over. The pitcher picked up the soft 
grounder and could have easily thrown the ball to the 
first baseman. Shay would have been out and that would 
have been the end of the game. Instead, the pitcher 
threw the ball right over the first baseman's head, out of 
reach of all team mates. Everyone from the stands and 
both teams started yelling, 'Shay, run to first! Run to 
first!' 

“Never in his life had Shay ever run that far, but he made 
it to first base. He scampered down the baseline, wide-
eyed and startled. Everyone yelled, 'Run to second, run 
to second!' Catching his breath, Shay awkwardly ran to-
wards second, gleaming and struggling to make it to the 
base. 

“By the time Shay rounded towards second base, the 
right fielder had the ball; the smallest guy on their team 
who now had his first chance to be the hero for his team. 
He could have thrown the ball to the second-baseman 
for the tag, but he understood the pitcher's intentions so 
he, too, intentionally threw the ball high and far over the 
third-baseman's head. Shay ran toward third base deliri-
ously as the runners ahead of him circled the bases to-
ward home. 

“All were screaming, 'Shay, Shay, Shay, all the Way Shay' 
Shay reached third base because the opposing shortstop 
ran to help him by turning him in the direction of third 
base, and shouted, 'Run to third! Shay, run to third!' As 
Shay rounded third, the boys from both teams, and the 
spectators, were on their feet screaming, 'Shay, run 
home! Run home!' Shay ran to home, stepped on the 
plate, and was cheered as the hero who hit the grand 
slam and won the game for his team. 

  



“That day”, said the father softly with tears now rolling 
down his face, “the boys from both teams helped bring 
a piece of true love and humanity into this world. 

“Shay didn't make it to another summer. He died that 
winter, having never forgotten being the hero and 
making me so happy, and coming home and seeing his 
Mother tearfully embrace her little hero of the day!” 

A  wise man once said; “every society is judged by 
how it treats it's least fortunate amongst them.” 

H ere is a great story: Jeanne Smith, was distributing 
PETs in Honduras from PET KS, and wrote this:  

“We sent 190 PETs ahead of us and had a meaningful, 
heart wrenching, soul-stirring time matching them with 
their new owners. It was very inspiring. Many elderly peo-
ple on their new PETs pulled me down to hug me with 
tears in their eyes. A younger teenager drove his PET in 
crazy circles on the church floor shouting with glee and 
happiness. Several times little children with shy smiles on 
their beautiful faces cuddled up to their Dad in his new 
PET. One very poor father with a very patient daughter 
about 10 or 12 years old cuddled up to each other and 
waited for well over an hour for her PET. 

 A jubilant PET recipient in Swaziland asked, "People who 

care for me that I have never seen did this for me? 

 Why?"  

Bright Spots by Dick Carpenter 

What is a “Bright Spot”? Here’s a true life example: 

World Vision, a large Christian charity headquartered in 
Federal Way Washington, sent a small team of missionar-
ies to Viet Nam. Their purpose was to help with the signif-
icant number of malnourished children throughout the 
nation. But, when they arrived, the government official 
delegated to oversee their work told them to “Get the h… 
out!” The team leader persisted. Their mission was critical 
to the children. After another “Get Out!” and more dis-
cussion, the team was given 6 months to make a signifi-
cant difference or they would be forced to leave the 
country. 

What to do? No report writing. No Think Tank study. The 
team went out into the villages. They saw hundreds of 
malnourished children: extended bellies and all. The lead-
er had the team look for some children who appeared 
healthy. In one village they found 2 healthy children from 
the same family: Bright Spots!  

They found the mother. They asked her why her children 
were healthy and the others were not? Two elements of 
the culture emerged: which she had been ignoring. One 
was that children shouldn’t eat crab or shrimp; the other, 
the children ate only as much as they wanted. With per-
mission, the team watched this Mother prepare food for 
her children and observed how much they ate. She 
cooked crab and shrimp and a green vegetable in their 
rice and fed it to her children and they ate as much as 
SHE thought they should eat! 

The secret of Bright Spots was found and after 6 months, 
their impact was so obvious, the government official in-
vited them to stay. 

How does this relate to PET? Every time a Rainbow PET 
arrives in a village in one of the 100 countries now served 
and it is given to a “malnourished” person, it is a Bright 
Spot that changes that child, woman or man instantly. As 
we work day in and day out, week after week, let’s always 
see Bright Spots in the work we are doing.  

Yesterday this Vietnamese woman went from someone 
who could only move along the ground like a crab to feel-
ing like a queen as she was given mobility for the first 
time in her life. Certainly a Bright Spot for her. 

A s workers 
for God we 

have to learn to 
make room for 
God — to give 
God “elbow 
room”. We cal-
culate and esti-
mate, and say 
this and that will happen, but we forget to make room for 
God to come in as He chooses. Would we be surprised if 
God came into the PET Shop or into our loading a truck in 
a way we had never looked for Him to come? Do not look 
for God to come in any particular way, but look for Him. 
That is the way  to make room for Him. Expect Him to 
come, but do not expect Him only in a certain 
way.  However much we may know God, the great lesson 
to learn is that at any moment He may break in. We are 
apt to overlook this element of surprise, yet God never 
works in any other way. All of a sudden God meets life, 
when it is His good pleasure.” 

Make every effort to keep our life so constant in its con-
tact with God that His surprising power may break out on 
the right hand and on the left. Always be in a state of ex-
pectancy, and see that you leave room for God to come in 
as He knows best for each of us. 

http://giftofmobility.wordpress.com/2013/01/25/dove-fund-begins-distribution-of-pet-carts-begins-in-vietnam/

