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Showing “Gratitude” 

I n the last issue of the Pet-Kin Pathways, we highlighted lots of “smiling” PET recipients. This time, we want to go a 

level deeper (going from the head to the heart) and address the topic of “gratitude”. Some of the most delightful sto-

ries I’ve read come from a trip report, written by Ray and Shirley Truhn from Michigan, to Uzbekistan in April 2006 to 

distribute 550 PETs and wheelchairs. Ray says Uzbekistan is a very tightly controlled country with nothing happening 

without the president’s approval. They were accompanied by government officials every where they went and had their 

passports and visas checked several times when travelling between cities. Ray says every citizen is issued a passport at 

birth and if they have (or are suspected of having) any type of physical or mental “defect” it is noted on their passport 

and never removed for their entire life. On one occasion, after Ray had helped a woman take her husband from a Senior 

Center to their car, she asked him where they were from. When he told her, she 

said she thought all Americans were atheists but wondered why they were nice 

enough to bring PETs halfway around the world for their needy.  She was ex-

tremely grateful but also wondered why her own people weren’t this nice. 

W e’ve seen this fellow before, but now we have “the rest of the story”. He 

is Hobibullo Zohidov (which he says means “last slave of God”). Twenty 

two years ago, before the collapse of the USSR, he was recruited into the Russian 

army to fight in Afghanistan where he lost both legs above his knees in an explo-

sion. As you can see from the pictures, he has not let his disability slow him 

down. For short distances, he uses his “skate board”, and for longer distances, he 

actually “drives” a car using three boards to operate the gas, brake, and clutch 

pedals. The last picture shows him, as well as Ray and Shirley Truhn, on his new 

PET. Talk about gratitude. He is extremely thankful for this help from the Ameri-

cans. 

T his 17 year old, Odil, has both physical and some mental issues. Ray found 

that a common practice of mid-

wives during birth is to place their 

knee on the mother’s stomach and 

push hard to try and force the baby 

out. The practice often damages the 

mother as well as crippling and 

sometimes brain damage to the ba-

by. This is probably what happened  

to Odil. 
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W hen you think about a couple who “really get into their work”, your mind should immediately go to our volun-

teer(s) spotlighted in this issue, Bill and Loralee Silverthorne.  Just name it and they definitely use their skills 

for the PET project (wood cutting, painting, building sub-assemblies and entire PETs, photography, printing photos, 

banners, and brochures, running errands, and most everything else they see needs doing). 

They met through the efforts of mutual friends, Bill from California (after he decided the Los Angeles area was too 

crowded and congested) and Loralee from Twin Falls Idaho by way of Alaska and many other beautiful places just 

beckoning to have a picture taken. 

One of their first tasks as a couple was to remodel an early 1900’s house, but first they 

needed a place to store their toys (fast cars, fun boats, and many garden accessories) so a 

garage came before the house. If you know anything about digging in the South Hill 

ground, you know you have more rock than dirt, so after many truckloads of rock, they 

had a place to store toys as well as a little room to carry-on other hobbies (like building 

and repairing boats).  

Next came more travel, photography, buying cars out of state so they would “have” to 

drive them over the back roads back to Spokane. Their itinerary included not only a good 

portion of the U.S. and Canada but Greece, China (twice), Thailand, the Caribbean, and Costa Rica. 

Even with all of the remodeling, travelling, and hiking they still find time to give back to the community through Meals 

on Wheels and other opportunities to share their time and tal-

ents with the less fortunate of society. As you can see from the 

picture on the left, they “really get into their work”. 

To continue their story, one day Bill was reading the newspaper 

and saw an article describing the PET project and their need for 

volunteers to offer time, experience and financial aid. They dis-

cussed it and agreed it was a truly worthwhile effort. They decid-

ed to hold off contacting us for a few months after the article, 

guessing the ministry was probably overwhelmed with folks in-

terested in getting involved. After a little time, they made contact 

and expressed their interest in getting started. Happily the PET project was interested in their offer and a great rela-

tionship was born! 

“T wo weeks ago we visited a little 3 year old Thai boy who 

suffers from muscular dystrophy and has no control over 

his lower limbs which he simply drags around. He is a very 

bright and active child so we thought to provide him with a PET 

children's cart and you can see what happened. He took to it 

like a pro and was instantly on his way exploring the world 

around him. The boy now has the perfect aid for his disability. 

Trat is located on the western shore of the Gulf Of Thailand 

near the Cambodian border. Please thank everyone at PET 

for helping this child. Hooray for PET!” 

 

Donald Willcox, Founder & President 

Foundation To Encourage The Potential Of Disabled Persons  



D uring one of Walt Hayes’ overseas trips, he visited PET users who 

had been using their PETs for several years. Roderick, a young shoe 

maker from Douala Cameron, really puts his through its paces. He lives 

with his parents, down a very long uneven path that stretches far off into 

the jungle. His shoe repair business takes him some 4 to 5 miles each 

day, and as you can see, his PET gets quite a workout. Roderick has add-

ed a cover over the back portion of his PET to protect his tools and 

shoes. Walt points out it is quite a dose of reality to see how difficult it is 

for the disabled to live since there are no government programs to help 

get access to buildings, over curbs, and across open storm sewer ditches. The only way Roderick can get from the 

ground to his porch is to have someone else lift both him and his PET, but without it, he would be just be another 

burden for his family, and without hope for the future. 
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“Y ou can run, but you can’t hide” the yearly post card 

from my dentist says. That’s also true for our PET 

volunteers. As you know, most of the PET volunteers are 

ready and willing to help with other worthwhile organiza-

tions as well as PET. One of our painters “went missing” a 

few weeks ago and now we’ve found him on the web. Jim 

Dixon is in Rwanda working with Team Heart to repair heart 

valves of people who 

would otherwise die with-

out the surgery Jim helps 

with. We appreciate Jim’s 

willingness to help in 

these two vital areas to 

provide a better life for 

those needing work on their heart, but also to help others 

move from a life of hopelessness to a life of dignity and 

hope. 

M ore about Suen Oke from Mel West: “You 
have heard (or read) me as I talked about 

Suen Oke. In 2005 a call came from Dr. Tina Slusher, 
Louisville, KY, for a PET for Suen Oke. Suen was a girl 
from Nigeria. Dr. Slusher had brought her 
to Louisville for special surgery. The surgery was 
successful but Suen had polio, not curable. I sent a 
PET, she rode it into the airport and it went with her 
to Nigeria free of charge. We received photos and 
reports. Suen went to high school on her PET. 
 
“About 3 years ago I received a call from some Bap-
tists in Texas, who were going to visit the mission 
where Suen lived. She needed new rear wheels 

(when we sent her 
the PET it had bal-
loon tires). I sent 
wheels with sol-
id rubber tires, 
some bearings, etc. 
She then went to 
college on her PET. 
Last week we re-
ceived a photo of 
Suen on her PET, 
now seven years 
older, it looks al-
most new (it still has 

its original front wheel). Miss Oke is out of college 
and looking for work. She is an utterly beautiful 
young woman, sitting like a queen on her beloved 
PET. 
 
“I have worked very hard for 17 years with PET, and 
if Suen had been the only life touched, it would 
have been worth it. But there are still 22 million 
more. “  Mel West  

Needed: someone 

willing to help transport PET parts from vendors to the PET 
shop about once a week. You will need a pick-up, van, or 
large SUV and each trip would be 10-20 miles. Please coor-
dinate with Dick Carpenter (466-3425) if you can help. 

Next PET load: 10:00 am, Tuesday, March 26. 

Annual PET Gala: 6:00 pm, Friday, April 19. 

 

Gratitude? 

No question!! 



The Inland North-West PET Project 
Home of the Rainbow PET 
15123 N Little Spokane Dr. 
Spokane WA 99208 

S ee how many of the following PET parts you can find in the two paragraphs below. (Finding all of them doesn’t necessarily 
mean you have a working knowledge of PET; it just means you probably either like trivia, or maybe have a slightly warped 

sense of humor.) 
 
The words to find: front fork, pedal post, hand brake, parking brake, cleat, back rest, tire, sprocket, chain, bearing, brake rod, 
stencil, seat, rail, post, axle, toe board, crank, screw 
 
The two paragraphs: Something very painful is a bear ingrown toenail unless you can cure it by using the ax leaning on a railing 
near the post office in  Seattle or maybe even Tacoma. That might cause one to be too tired to go on, except by getting cranky 
enough to lean on a nearby chain-link fence. 
 
I was watching one of those shoot’em-up Westerns the other day when the driver of the stage coach got shot by the bad guys. 
When they shot him, he had one hand on the hand brake handle which is tied to a brake rod, held in place by many screws. He 
was also leaning back on the back rest and had one foot on the toe board. When he fell to the dirt, he went under the stage 
coach and tore off the cleat that held the parking brake to the front fork. With the large splinter he got in his rear, he looked like 
he had a stenciled tattoo on him. Now if you can figure out how to put pedal post in a sentence about a stage coach, let us know 
and we’ll see if we can find you a sprocket for a prize. 

C ontact Information: For comments about this news-

letter, or address changes, please send an e-mail to: 

petnwnewsletter@onemain.com. You can contact Dick Car-

penter at (509) 466-3425. Tax deductible donations may be 

sent to “WCPC PET Project” and mailed to 15123 N Little Spo-

kane Dr., Spokane WA 99208. 

"Know yourself. Don't accept your dog's admiration 
as conclusive evidence that you are wonder-
ful."  Ann Landers  

A wise man once said every society is judged by 
how it treats it's least fortunate amongst them. 

"There are no traffic jams on the extra mile." Zig 
Zigler 

"Goodness is the only investment that never fails."   
Thoreau 

“Am I not destroying my enemies by making 

them my friends?” —Abraham Lincoln  



Gratitude by Dick Carpenter 
  

“My heart cracked with gratitude”, says a Stephen King character. Imagine that. 
 
Imagine a recipient of one of our Rainbow PETs. One who has been crawling in the dirt for years. Or one who has been 
“living” in a back closet for the shame he brings to his family. Beyond any expectation, each is gifted a personal energy 
transporter. There is an inverse relationship between expectation and gratitude. Now can you hear that “crack”? Is it a 
heart snapping like Spring ice? Is it a smile snapping into sunbeams? 
  
When your heart’s gratitude comes to the fore, when you become all gratitude; this flow of gratitude is like a river wa-
tering the tree of a life long thought lost. Imagine the life of a little girl. She has no legs. She’s given a PET. She rides it to 
school and home – everyday. She graduates. Now she rides it to high school and home - every day. She graduates. Now 
she rides it to college and home – everyday. She graduates. Now she rides to school and home - everyday. She’s the 

Teacher! Now can you hear the crack?  
“True gratitude can never come 

From the mind. 
It has to flow from the Heart 
To the mind, vitals and body, 

Until everything that we have and are, 
Is a sea of Gratitude.”  (Sri Chinmoy) 

 

Elizabeth Berg writes:  “I was thinking about the old ways of gratitude: Indians thanking the deer they had slain; grace 
before supper; kneeling before bed. I was thinking gratitude is too much absent in our lives, and we need it back.” 
 
Have you heard that crack yet? “When my parents were liberated 4 years before I was born, they found that the ordi-
nary world outside had been eradicated. There was no more a simple meal, no thing was less than extraordinary; a 
fork, a clean shirt, a book, a toy, clean skin. Do we just take for granted the things that most deserve our grati-
tude?” (Anne Michaels, Fugitive Pieces). 
 
Gratitude has to be the creative force employed by the PET-Kin who make each PET possible. Our welders use that 
force turning sticks of steel into frames. Our carpenters carve that length of wood into seat assemblies with that force. 
Our painters feel that force with joy as they make the Rainbow shine in the wood. There is so much gratitude flowing 
through the hands and hearts of our newsletter preparer, our upholsterer, our donors of money and services, our dis-
assemblers and packers for the time and ability to do all that is required that we also “crack” with joy and smiles. Each 
story of each recipient re-motivates us to keep going. 
  
Gratitude and love are always multiplied when you give freely. 
 
Gratitude goes beyond the “mine” and “thine” and claims the Truth that all of Life is a pure GIFT. In the past I always 
thought of gratitude as a spontaneous response to the awareness of gifts received, but now I realize that gratitude can 
also be lived as a discipline.  
 
Did you hear the crack? 
 
 
 
 
“Gratitude is a many-colored quality, reaching in all directions. It goes out for small things and for large; it is a God-ward 
going.” (Faith Baldwin). 
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T here is a standing open invitation to personally visit the PET shop in Colbert.  In case you have never visited the shop, 

nor seen an actual PET on display, this picture will give you some idea of what really goes into its construction. All of the 

wooden parts are cut, routed, drilled, and painted by our volunteers. Metal parts are all cut, shaped, welded, and painted, 

again by volunteers. Tires, sprockets, chain, fasteners, and brake rods are purchased, then assembled, with wood and metal 

parts, in the shop by volunteers. Before each PET is sent to the field, it is completely assembled, disassembled, then packed 

to be shipped. The steel welded frame holds the wheels, wooden box, and front steering and crank systems in place for the 

PETs duration in the field to get someone off the ground into a life of dignity and hope. 

Did You Know . . . . . . ? 

That it takes two hours from start to finish to build the front fork for one Rainbow PET? 

That there are 18 different shapes & sizes of steel in every Rainbow PET? 

That there are 25 different pieces of wood in every Rainbow PET? 

That it costs $5700 to buy the steel, chain, bearings, sprockets, and tires for every 50 Rainbow PETs? 

That all metal parts are powder coated for durability and color to enhance the Rainbow effect? 

That at any given time there are at least 50—60 different colors of paint in the paint shop for use on a PET? 

That the total time for board preparation (sorting, installing the drying hooks, application of primer) and application of 

the finished coat is 2—3 minutes per board? 


