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PET enables Bridget to go and tell others about her faith
 

Tina Waldrum of Global Aid Network in Zambia received these stories and pic-
tures from their on-site workers.

"Th is young lady was sick for a long time and later was paralyzed from the waist 
down. When we went to visit the home where she lives with her mum and dad, 
we were very encouraged to hear Bridget say, "I am so glad I got the PET be-
cause now I can evangelize without waiting for anyone to help me move." What 
was most exciting for me was that she was happy to evangelize. Many people 
would be happy to be mobile so that they can do their own things and meet their 
own needs but not this young lady who loves Th e Lord and wants to make Him 
known. We were also able to donate some dried fruits and some rice for her."

And Marian from Zimbabwe

Marian was in a bus accident about three years ago and lost both of her legs. She was given wooden prosthet-
ics, but they were less than adequate. She is 21 and when she received her PET last 
August, she was elated. She can now get around with ease and comfort. Her daily life 
has been completely changed.
                             ˜˜˜˜˜˜˜

And for some really great news - from South America:  For fi ft y years 
the country of Colombia has been plagued 
by insurgencies and countless, planted land-
mines. Jose Ivan Perez creative director of Lemur Studio, an industrial 
design fi rm in Bogota, says that his fi rm has been developing an insole 
that alerts the wearer of nearby landmines. Th e concept is a metal detec-
tor with a planar coil [sensor] made of conductive material that sends a 
signal to a device on the user’s wrist. 

A land mine detection device that fi ts into the wearer’s shoe and buzzes 
an alarm when the wearer comes within about 30’ of the mine, is being 

tested. Th e message is sent to a wristband, buzzing to alarm the wearer.



Can you believe that our Rainbow PETs are so 
well know around the world that someone else (actually 
here in the US) would have the nerve to copy our very 
own name? Actually, we don’t mind at all. As a matter of fact, we are proud 
of having started a trend, even though what you see here isn’t what we 
would call a “Rainbow PET” since each one of them is only one color. Each 
of our Rainbow PETs are multi colored - truly a “Rainbow”. Anyway, con-
gratulations to the DeMotte (Indiana) PET shop. Th ey are very pretty.

                                                     ˜˜˜˜˜˜˜
From the West-African country of Guinea Bissau. Several humanitarian organizations are working 

together in Guinea 
Bissau to help those 
in need. Th e Organi-
zation for People with 
Disabilities said: “It is 
great to see the chang-
es it caused to people. 
For example last week 
we discovered women 

who have been sitting in their houses for the last ten years.” Now they can go out and are willing to start some 
businesses using PETs along with micro loan credit.

Guinea Bissau is a fairly small country (slightly larger than 
Maryland). Although small, they do have their share of the 

disabled. 

Frank van der Maas writes; 
that just to let you know, last 
week we had another distri-
bution of the PET carts. Th e 
occasion was witnessed by 
several country offi  cials and 

was broadcasted on radio and national television. 

Look carefully at the background of the picture on the right. 
Sure looks like someone has “modifi ed a PET for bad weather”.

                                           ˜˜˜˜˜˜˜
Proverb 24 paraphrased by Dick Carpenter:

By Wisdom a Ministry is built
And by Understanding it is established;
By Knowledge the shops are fi lled
With all precious and colorful PETs.
Wise volunteers are mightier than strong ones;
And those who have Knowledge than those 
who have strength;
For by Wise guidance you can manage your resources,

And in an abundance of PET-Kin there is victory.

Wisdom is too high for lay-abouts
In the gate they do not open their Hearts. 
My Child, eat the honey of Hope, for it is good, 
And the expectation of Mobility is sweet to your 
taste.
Know that Wisdom is such to your Soul;
If you fi nd it, you will fi nd a future,
And your Hope will not be denied.
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Our spotlighted volunteer, from the Spokane side of the Cascades, moved to 
Spokane with his wife, Dianne, in 1973 from Cleveland, Ohio.  Th ey have one daughter, 
Lynne. He was employed for 15 years as Director of Facilities and Grounds at Spokane 

Community College and later held the same position at Saint George’s School where he 
retired.  He sat on the board as secretary of the Spokane Woodworker’s Guild for many years 
which enriched his interests and craft sman abilities.  Woodworking has always been his in-
terest and hobby with no limit on ideas or cleverness.  Challenges in fi guring out what works 
best stretches his imagination and gives him satisfaction in any tackled project.  He was 
introduced to the PET project by a fellow church member and working with other PET-Kin 
not only gives him the pleasure of seeing others, who cannot help themselves, get the gift  of 
mobility, but also challenges him to keep his wood skills tuned. He is enriched by the energy 
and dependability of his fellow volunteers, and being able to give to others rather than just 
work for himself.

Besides Dennis Hueber’s hobbies of gardening, traveling and reading world history, the pride of his life is his 
family which not includes two granddaughters, Jane 7, and Pippa 5.

We appreciate Dennis very much as his woodworking skills have added to our talented, hardworking, and dedi-
cated, PET-Kin team.

                      ˜˜˜˜˜˜˜
And - a special PET-Kin from our helpers in Alaska. For the past ten years, 
a very special group of people from the “Far North” have been building PET parts 
and promoting the ministry for the entire PET project. One individual in particular 
has been supervising the construction of PET seats for over eight years. Bill Flo-
erchinger is not only a church leader and layman, but he has worked with several dif-
ferent churches’ men’s groups, service clubs, Boy Scouts, youth at summer camp, and 
with the Boy Scout we featured several issues ago who built fi ft y seats for his Eagle 
award. Bill’s eff orts have funded, built, and shipped over 500 seats plus a large sup-
ply of wooden parts to our shop here in Spokane. Since 2004, over $75,000 has been 
raised in Alaska for PET projects all over the world and Bill has been a large part of 
that fundraising. Th ank you Big Bill for all you have done for the “least of these” to 
help get them up out of the dirt into a life of dignity and hope.

                   ˜˜˜˜˜˜˜
Encouraging words from Senegal.  “My name is Tidian and my wife’s name 
is Nogaye Gueye. We are both from Th ies. My daughter Seynabou was born with a cerebral infi rmity and can-
not speak but she is all smiles and laughter sitting in her wheelchair.” Nogaye Gueye adds, “All I can do is pray 
for you; you who helped get my daughter out a situation that she fi nds the most diffi  cult. Th e rainy season. She 
crawled in the dirty water because she had no other way to get around. Her clothes were always dirty because she 
was always crawling in the dirt. Now she can get around with the help of someone else and this is such a huge 
relief to us and to her. She is so happy!”

Kwamkono Diabled Children’s Hostel - Tanzania  As you can see, they still need lots of PETs.

Page 3, Vol VI No 2
June 2014



Page 4, Vol VI No 2
June 2014

Spinal Cord Injuries

One of the main reasons people loose use of their legs is due to injuries to the spinal cord. 
Your spinal cord is a bundle of nerves which carries signals back and forth between your body and your brain. A 
spinal cord injury disrupts these signals and usually begins with a blow that fractures or dislocates the vertebrae. 
Most injuries don't cut through the spinal cord; instead, they cause damage when pieces of vertebrae tear into 
cord tissue or press down on the nerve parts that carry signals.

Spinal cord injuries can occur at any level of the spinal cord, and the level of the injury will dictate which bodily 
functions are altered or lost. Damage to the spinal cord can cause changes in movement, feeling, bladder control, 
or other bodily functions. How many changes there are depends on where along the cord the injury occured and 
how severe it was.

Spinal cord injuries can be complete or incomplete. With a com-
plete spinal cord injury, the cord can't send signals below the level 
of the injury. As a result, everything is paralized from that point on. 
With an incomplete injury, you have some movement and sensa-
tion below the injury.

A spinal cord injury is a medical emergency as immediate treatment 
can reduce long-term eff ects. Treatments may include medicines, 
braces or traction to stabilize the spine, and surgery. Mobility aids 
and assistive devices may help the patient get around and do some 
daily tasks.

Worldwide spinal cord injury statistics are hard to come by and US statistics vary 
considerably depending on the source. Most sources say there are approximate-
ly 12 – 20,000 new cases in the US each year (25% of which alcohol has played a 
major role). Over 80% occur in males with an average age at injury of 28.7 years 
from 1973 to 1979. Since that time (aft er 2005) the average age at injury has risen 
to 40.2.

In the past kidney failure has been the main cause of death aft er injury. More re-
cently the main cause seems to have switched to respiratory ailments.
Th e Guatemala man pictured fell out of a tree, which left  him paralyzed from the 
waist down.

As mentioned above, immediate treatment is vital for reducing long-term eff ects. While this may be feasible in 
the US, it usually is not in developing countries. So many of our PET recipients have been paralyzed, or oth-
erwise immobilized (and usually hidden out of sight) for many years before getting their PET. What a disaster. 
However, many of them, when given the freedom to be mobile and to engage more in normal activities, want to 
help change the world for the better.
                                             ˜˜˜˜˜˜˜

Vehicle	  
46%	  

Falls	  
22%	  

Violence	  
16%	  

Sports	  
12%	  

Misc	  
4%	  

Causes	  of	  Spinal	  Cord	  Injuries	  

Our Spotlighted Volunteers for this Issue

are in three places in this newsletter (Pages 3, and 5 & 6). A  group (they will introduce themselves) of wonder-
ful, hard working, dedicated, men and women from the “other side” of the State. We have written about them 
in previous newsletters, but now we get them introduced formally. Th eir cut, drilled, shaped, sanded, and now 
painted, boards for our Rainbow PETs have been second-to-none, and we appreciate them very much.
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Puget Sound PET- kin
First, we’d like to introduce ourselves!  We’re a group 
of PET volunteers in the Puget Sound region of 
Western Washington who have come alongside the 
PET Project of the Inland Northwest to serve this 
terrific mission opportunity.  We started small, just a 
few guys with a passion for serving God, for serving 
those who benefit from PET, and for using those tools 
we all have stockpiled in the garage!  We’ve grown to 
a loose affiliation of ministries from several churches 
up and down the I-5 corridor in the greater Seattle 
area to about 20 PET Kin in less than two years. We 
were very gratified to hear from Spokane recently that 
we were swamping them with wood parts, and would 
we consider taking on some other tasks to relieve 
the pressure - we have now begun to paint all the 
pieces! Our vision is to someday be an autonomous 
PET affiliate organization like Inland Northwest PET 
(Spokane), drawing on the enormous resources and 
talents of the greater Puged Sound region. We do 
covet your prayers!

Bill Gray from the Kent United Methodist Church
Bill Gray says:  “I am a member of Kent United Meth-
odist Church, Kent WA. A couple years ago some 
gentlemen from PET came to our United Methodist 
Men’s breakfast to give a presentation on PET Inter-
national. I was so impressed with their presentation 
and I thought, ‘I could do this; it is a very worthwhile 
project and it fits with my knowledge and skills.’

The people I’ve met with PET are a very dedicated 
group determined to help those in need throughout 
the world. It really makes me feel good to be a part of 
this organization.

I come from a family of woodworkers, by hobby not 
craft, and it has been a passion from a young age. My 
father introduced me when I was very young and my 
two brothers, both older, followed suit. I also took 
shop class in High School from then on I was hooked.

I really feel the call to be a part of the PET orga-
nization; it makes me feel that I am doing some-
thing to make a difference in the world.”

Gary, Brad, & Dave in the Woodinville Workshop

Puget Sound PET-Kin: Dave Potter (david_potter@
msn.com); Gary Christopher (gschristopher@hotmail.
com); Brad Hurte (brad@hurte.net). What we do: Cut & 
paint wood for PET kits to shipped to Spokane for assem-
bly and delivery to the end user. What we need: Enthusiastic volunteers (no one refused). PET is a great 
project for your men’s or women’s group, service club, or any other organization that wants to make a difference 
by lifting people out of the dirt, into a life of dignity and hope. We’re looking for painters, either at home or 
with us. We’ll supply primer, you supply paint - any color; that’s why they are called “Rainbow PETs”.
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Dave Woodworking in the Woodinville Shop

PETKin from the Kent United Methodist Church

Dave and PET at Lake Forest Park Church Mission Fair

Clark & Gary Painting in the Woodinville Shop

Ted Ripley (middle photo on left, with Bill 
Gray and Hap Joanas) says:  “I am a Seat-
tle native and have lived in Kent since 1946, 
attending Kent public schools, and then going 
on to Washington State University.  After 
graduating in 1962 I got my first teaching 
job at East Valley High School in the Moxee 
District near Yakima, teaching Spanish, World 

Geography and Pacific Northwest History.  During my 
second year I married Kris Hansen, the Home Economics 
teacher.  We celebrated our 50th Wedding Anniversary in 
March.  We moved back to Kent, raised 2 daughters, both 
WSU grads, and have 3 grandchildren, all of whom live in 
the Seattle area.  I built 4 houses in Kent during my teaching 
years, so construction and woodworking are more than hob-
bies for me.  I have been retired now for 20 years.

I heard about PET at a Men’s breakfast last summer.  When 
I saw the PET, I rode it around in the Fellowship Hall.  It 
was hard to crank and didn’t go very fast.  Cranking be-
came much easier when Gary stopped me and removed the 
parking brake. In my travels in Kenya, Ecuador and Central 
America, I have seen people in need of a PET, so this project 
is very real to me.  I am impressed with the PET organization.  
It has quality people in all phases of the operation.”

If you have an event, 
church group, service 
club, or any other 
gathering who would like to hear about the 
PET Project and get involved with us, we’d 
like to hear from you.  We’ll be happy to 
bring a road show and share with you why 
this is so rewarding!
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When You Run into a Roadblock ~ Improvise

PET volunteers also do the best we can “under the circumstances”; we might even have to employ a “work-
around” when necessary.

An old Italian gentleman lived alone in New Jersey. He wanted to plant his annual tomato garden, but it was very 
difficult work, as the ground was hard.  His only son, Vincent, who used to help him, was in prison. The old man 
wrote a letter to his son and described his predicament:

“Dear Vincent, I am feeling pretty sad because it looks like I won’t be able to plant my tomato garden this year. 
I’m just getting too old to be digging up a garden plot. I know if you were here my troubles would be over. I 
know you would be happy to dig the plot for me, like in the old days. Love, Papa”

A few days later he received a letter from his son. “Dear Papa, Don’t dig up that garden. That’s where the bodies 
are buried. Love, Vinnie”

At 4 a.m. The next morning, FBI agents, and local police arrived and dug up the entire area without finding any 
bodies. They apologized to the old man and left.

That same day the old man received another letter from his son. “Dear Papa, Go ahead and plant the tomatoes 
now.  That’s the best I could do under the circumstances.  Love you, Vinnie”

Blessed  are the cracked, for they let the light in.

When you need a wrench, you often wonder “where have all the wrenches gone?” Well, 
here is an answer.

REPURPOSING  OLD WRENCHES    Lost Wrenches  No wonder I can 
never find  the right size, he's got them all! How cool is this guy???  He  

lives near Boort, Victoria, Australia and 
does it all by himself from a wheel chair. 
The picture on the right is his stash.

Now you know where 
all the wrenches go to 
“retire”.

”Aspire to inspire before you expire.”  Anon.
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PET Connection – Contact and Newsletter Information

For volunteer opportuniti es, visits to the PET shop, or to request a presentati on, please call Dick 
Carpenter at (509)466-3425 or send him an e-mail at bebold@comcast.net. For address changes 

or comments about this newslett er, send to petnwnewslett er@onemain.com. For informati on about 
PET Internati onal, visit www.peti nternati onal.org. Tax-deducti ble donati ons may be sent to WCPC-PET 
Project, 15123 Litt le Spokane Dr., Spokane, WA 99208. NOTE: an additi onal method of helping with our 
limited funds is to PLEASE let us know when your address changes. Even an apartment number change 
will usually get your newslett er returned to us.

For information about upcoming PET distribution trips please contact PET@PETInternational.org.


