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At last year’s PET International annual meeting, we were introduced to a new partnering distributor, Th e 
D.O.V.E. Fund. D.O.V.E. stands for Development Of Vietnam Endeavors. Th e organization was founded in 

2000 with a goal to provide humanitarian and devel-
opment assistance to the impoverished areas of Viet-
nam. Th eir volunteers are primarily Vietnam veterans 
who have a desire to see the country rebuilt and the 
people helped with their struggling society. For vet-
erans of the Vietnam war who have been scarred by 
painful memories for decades, a return to Vietnam 
with other veterans can provide the ultimate healing. 
It is in this environment where many veterans learn 
to fi nally put Vietnam in perspective. For almost two 
years now, each trip has included around 150 PETs 
for distribution to those who need them. Th eir main 

projects are things like schools, medical centers, orphanages, day care 
centers, clean water projects, sanitation projects, as well as other human-
itarian projects (micro fi nance, scholarships, solar lights, shoes, bandages 
for lepers) as a need is seen. PETs are distributed to those who have lost 
use of their limbs from the war, landmines, birth defects, diseases, as well 
as a new one: Agent Orange. Most of the pictures are from their January 
2014 trip. Another piece of good news is that since so many items are be-
ing exported from Vietnam to the U.S., the cost of fi lling partially empty 
ships returning to Vietnam is only about $25 per PET.

This Vietnamese veteran (on the right) lost his leg 
in 1967 while serving his country. It was rewarding 

to give him back his mobility; he was very happy to 
receive his new PET.



The middle of July saw 32 young people (plus adult leaders) from the United Method-
ist Church in Lake Oswego Oregon come to Spokane for a week of helping various 

organizations. Th ey worked at a 
homeless shelter, a camp for at-
risk youth, and at the PET shop. 
Aft er they left , Dick Carpenter 
said they gave him renewed hope 
for this generation. Th ey were not 
only excellent workers, but their 
willingness to help do even the 
most mundane tasks was second 
to none. Th ey worked at assem-

bling, packing, building an 
extra supply of seat assemblies, and at the paint shop.Th eir adult leaders 
worked along side them and the work they accomplished gave us a real 
boost for the next load of 70 PETs.  Th is is one group that would be 
welcomed back at any time.

              ˜˜˜˜˜˜˜ 

Mel West, one of PET’s co-founders wrote the following column for 
the Columbia Missouri PET newsletter. I quote it verbatim:

“Th is beautiful young woman is typical of those for whom PETs are 
designed, built and donated. I send it to ask you PET volunteers, pro-

moters, and donors to put this photo over your desk, on the church bulletin board, or other such place where 
you will see it daily.
Her twisted limbs are the result of that dread disease, polio. Th e polio vac-
cine did not make it to this young woman’s community soon enough. She did 
nothing, her parents did nothing, to cause this brutal impact upon her young 
life. It came without being asked, and stayed on in silence. 
She has not given in to polio. Her spirit is not broken. Neatly and tastefully 
dressed, the pleading eyes looking out from her lovely face, are asking, “Can 
you help me?” She did get a PET, and I would love to sit down with her for a 
visit. I ask the reader of this, “If she were your sister, could you aff ord to send 
her a PET?” Your answer, of course, is “yes!” Our Christian scriptures remind 
us that she is, indeed, our sister. If we claim God as Father, and see a sister or brother in need, and have the re-
sources to help, but do not, we deny. How can we claim God as Father and then neglect the family?”
    ˜˜˜˜˜˜˜

And while we are on the subject of polio, we have a success story to tell about which has been unfolding right 
here in our own back yard since 1981. Minda Dentler (her adopted name) was born in India but contacted 

polio as an infant, resulting in paralysis of her legs. She was in an orphanage where her birth mother had placed 
her when a Spokane doctor and his wife, Bruce and Ann Dentler, brought her to Spokane 
at age 3. She underwent a series of surgeries on her hips, legs, and back which enabled her 
to walk with leg braces and crutches. Minda watched and 
cheered her siblings from the sidelines as they competed 
in many sports. She competed in anything she could fi nd 
that didn’t require use of her legs (debate and competitive 
piano on a modifi ed piano were her specialties). In about 
2003, she was introduced to handcycling and has since 

competed in over 25 triathlons and road races. Last October Minda added her 
name to the Ironman World Championship history books by being the fi rst 
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offi  cial woman handcyclist to complete this event. She swam 2.4 miles, cycled 112 miles, and 
“pushed” a racing wheelchair 26.2 miles, all in the heat in Kona Hawaii. Minda says even 
though she watched and cheered the wheelchair athletes in the Spokane Bloomsday races, she 
never connected the dots that she could do that too. Minda says she is humbled to be in the presence of the ath-
letes she competes with, but what an inspiration she is to others around her and to those who read her story.
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You still have 2 good arms but 
only one leg and there is more 
work to be done?

Your 10 year old son has mobility 
out of the dirt for the fi rst time in 
his life?

You want to celebrate your new 
Rainbow PET with the “proper” 
attire?

You need a little extra help with the 
crank?

You can’t walk but still have many 
goods to sell?

Your little brother needs a lift  ~ 
even tough your own mobility is 
severely restricted?

You have no legs but still need transportation?

You need a PET but can’t bend your legs?    Th e hill is just a little too steep?

What Do You Do WHEN . . . ?
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You need to get your PET home and a small car or motorcycle is all you have?

You see your new PET for the fi rst time?

You are so happy to get up out of the dirt for the 
fi rst time in your life you almost can’t contain 
yourself?

You need to transport more than 
one of your children at the same 
time?

You need to transport your old wheelchair?You need to transport your old wheelchair? You know a person (or situation) that 
needs your help and you have the means 
to help?

What Do You Do WHEN . . . ?  (continued)



Our spotlighted volunteer for this issue loves fi shing, hunting and camping, spend-
ing time with family, and even babysitting great grandkids. He has been a reservest, 

worked at Lewiston Grain Growers, Coast Trading Company, and Purina Mills. He has 
always been able to engineer parts for machinery, automobiles and repairs around the house and shop - he is 
the go to guy.  He heard about PET through his long time neighbor Bob Jones. Bob knew he could help with 
the PET partly because of his abilities, but more because of his willingness to help the “down-and-out”. Wayne  
Douvia knew this was a very important mission. When Bob died, Wayne took over making one of the most 
diffi  cult parts of the PET – the pedal post assembly. He had to teach himself from a sample and is now making 

productions at a rate of about 360 per year. Th e Bible says "when you do it 
unto the least of these, you do it unto me." In this day and age when people 
don’t seem to want to make a phone call to cheer a person up, it is a rare trea-
sure to fi nd someone to follow the call of Christ, and we indeed have one of 
them in Wayne.

Wayne was born in 1941 in Colville Washington, graduated from the Colville 
HS, and married Charleen just two years later. Th ey raised three children, a 
boy and two girls. His family says he is “self sacrifi cing”, always giving, and 
always there for anyone who needs him, whether cutting hay, wood, or electri-

cal wiring – in the rain, snow, or blistering heat. Th e fact that Wayne doesn’t do anything half way, and is willing 
to spend the hours to get a job done right, really makes him stand out from the rest. We sincerely appreciate 
Wayne and are extremely happy to have him on the PET team working to get the less fortunate out of the dirt 
into a life of dignity and hope. Th ank you Wayne for your wonderful attitude and help.
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The pictures are from from a Lions Club distribution just south of the border in Nuevo Leon Mexico. Th eir re-
port was very encouraging, but as usual, they could have used many more PETs, the need is so much greater than 
those available.

Selfi shness thinks of how much can I get. 
Love thinks of what can I give.

God won’t give you a hill to climb without 
giving you the strength to climb it.

You can close your eyes to the truth and 
to the sun, but when you look again, 
they’re still there, unchanged.

Th e real measure of our life is not riches 
produced or honors won, but by how we 
treated others and how they remember us.

Nature, time, and patience are three great 
physicians.

˜˜˜˜˜˜˜



Dick Carpenter came to me a few weeks ago happier than I have seen him in a long 
time, holding a brown envelope. When I opened it, I saw what had made him so 

happy. For the first time in the nine years of our existence, we had gotten feedback from a 
Rainbow PET recipient. Here from Terence Nyamazana in Zimbabwe: 

“Dear Mr Dick Carpenter
Firstly I would like to express my sincere gratitude towards 
the great works you are doing in assisting us people with 
disabilities.
I am a man living with a disability (congenital deformed 
left-leg). My wish is to see my fellow disabled people being 
enabled to do what they couldn’t do.
I was happy to receive your product for my fellows after 
seeking for their assistance and really they also happy about 
this development. Many are beginning to request for more 
since with this mode they are able to do their daily duties.
I have enclosed a photo-picture of some of the people who 
benefited from this gift of mobility and im greatly wishing to pave way for more. I am the one standing from left. 
My wife Karen is also helping me in arranging for my peers. I look forward for a good relationship in working 
towards freedom, hope and mobility of the disabled.
Yours Sincerely”
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“Big shots are only little shots who keep shooting.” - 
Christopher Morley
“Teamwork is the fuel that allows common people to 
attain uncommon results.”

“It isn’t the mountain ahead that wears you out. It is 
the pebble in your shoe.” M. Ali

Ecuador; he 
doesn’t have 

legs but with his 
new Rainbow PET 
he works selling 
fruits and vegeta-
bles to help sup-
port his family.

    ˜˜˜˜˜˜˜

The following article was written by Gordon Cudney, one of the owners of Apex Industries. We are honored 
to be a partner with Apex, which is responsible for our colorful rainbow PET front ends. They provide the 

power coating for each of them.  

“Apex Industries, Inc. is a precision sheet metal fabrication job shop located in the Spokane Valley. The company 
is owned by Matt Matthews and Gordon Cudney. In business for more than 24 years, Apex provides its custom-
ers with metal fabrication, bending, welding, mechanical assembly, spray paint, powder coating and silk screen-
ing services.  We serve the Northwest and have customers as far away as the San Jose, California area.  We have 
state-of-the-art equipment and are housed in a 66,000 square foot facility 
in the Spokane Industrial Park.

Apex is honored and proud to be a part of the PET project.  The ability to 
“lift people out of the dirt” is a wonderful blessing to all involved.”

Thank you so much Gordon. Apex is an extremely valuable addition to our 
PET partnership, and you are appreciated so much.

 
˜˜˜˜˜˜˜



A fi tting tribute
How’s this for a unique 
volunteer recognition from the PET shop in 
Leighton Iowa? Wilford Laverman was a very 
dedicated volunteer at the PET shop and his 
co-workers chose to honor him with a PET they 
created as a fl ower pot holder at his gravesite. 
Very creative, very unique, and very nice.
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How I grew-up – From an anonymous e-mail 
“I grew up with practical parents. A moth-
er, God love her, who washed aluminum foil 
aft er she cooked in it, then reused it. She was 
the original recycle queen before they had a 
name for it. A father who was happier getting 
old shoes fi xed than buying new ones.  Th eir 

marriage was good, their dreams focused. I can see them now, Dad in trousers, tee shirt and a hat and Mom in 
a housedress, lawn mower in one hand, and dishtowel in the other. It was the time for fi xing things. A curtain 
rod, the kitchen radio, screen door, the oven door, the hem in a dress. Th ings we keep... It was a way of life, and 
sometimes it made me crazy. All that re-fi xing, eating, renewing, I wanted just once to be wasteful. Waste meant 
affl  uence. Th rowing things away meant you knew there’d always be more. 
But then my mother died, and on that clear summer’s night, in the warmth of the hospital room, I was struck 
with the pain of learning that sometimes there isn’t any more.  Sometimes, what we care about most gets all 
used up and goes away...never to return. So... While we have it, it’s best we love it.... And care for it.... And fi x 
it.... when it’s broken.... And heal it when it’s sick.
Th is is true. For marriage... And old cars... And children with bad report cards... And dogs with bad hips... And 
aging parents... And grandparents. We keep them because they are worth it, because we are worth it.  Some 
things we keep. Like a best friend that moved away or a classmate we grew up with. 
Th ere are just some things that make life important, like people we know who are special... And so, we keep 
them close! 
I received this from someone who thinks I am a ‘keeper’, so I’ve sent it to the people I think of in the same way... 
Now it’s your turn to send this to those people that are “keepers” in your life. Good friends are like stars... You 
don’t always see them, but you know they are always there. Keep them close! 
When you die, 10 things GOD won’t ask you:
1. God won’t ask what kind of car you drove. He’ll ask how many people you drove who didn’t have transporta-
tion.
2.God won’t ask the square footage of your house. He’ll ask how many people you welcomed into your home.
3. God won’t ask about the clothes you had in your closet.   He’ll ask how many you helped to clothe. 
4. God won’t ask what your highest salary was. He’ll ask if you compromised your character to obtain it. 
5. God won’t ask what your job title was. He’ll ask if you performed your job to the best of your ability. 
6. God won’t ask how many friends you had. He’ll ask how many people to whom you were a friend.
7. God won’t ask in what neighborhood you lived. He’ll ask how you treated your neighbors. 
8. God won’t ask about the color of your skin, He’ll ask about the content of your character.
9. God won’t ask why it took you so long to fi nd Him and ask Him into your house, He’ll lovingly take you to 
heaven and not to the gates of Hell.
10. God won’t have to ask how many people you sent this to, He already knows your decision.”
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PET Connection – Contact and Newsletter Information

For volunteer opportuniti es, visits to the PET shop, or to request a presentati on, please call Dick 
Carpenter at (509)466-3425 or send him an e-mail at bebold@comcast.net. For address changes 

or comments about this newslett er, send to petnwnewslett er@onemain.com. For informati on about 
PET Internati onal, visit www.peti nternati onal.org. Tax-deducti ble donati ons may be sent to WCPC-
PET Project, 15123 Litt le Spokane Dr., Spokane, WA 99208. NOTE: In order to help with our limited 
funds, PLEASE let us know when your address changes. Even a wrong apartment number will usually 
get your newslett er returned which uses funds badly needed for PETs.

For information about upcoming PET distribution trips please contact pet@petinternational.org.


